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The Path of Life 
By Frank Walcott Hutt 


ON this, our path of life, a little longing 
Is comforted, when sunshine follows rain, 
And pleasant is the sight of waysides thronging 
The borders of the plain. 


But rich that treasure of content confided 
To us who make discovery, to-day, 

That every step is surely, safely guided 
Up hill, a little way. 


Lynn, Mass. 











esh Air and Exercise 

Health is simply a matter of getting the best of 
dangerous germs. The healthy man is not one who 
is never attacked by disease germs, but one who 
habitually and successfully resists such attack. And 
the doctors now tell us that the best way to resist at- 
tack is to live in fresh air, day and night, breathing it 
in deeply and constantly, together with enough exer- 
cise every day to get into a perspiration, thus keeping 
our pores open and throwing off through them what- 
ever we are better rid of. These simple rules are revo- 
lutionizing the physical life of many who used to cling 
to heavy clothing that clogged the pores, and hermet- 
ically sealed living-rooms, and wondered why they had 
so many ‘‘colds.”’ They know now that they were 
not nourishing and exercising the body, and were 
therefore easy prey for unfriendly germs. It is a 
striking fact that spiritual health must be had on pre- 
cisely the same terms. We must breathe fresh air, 
and breathe it in deep, and breathe it all the time. 
And that is prayer. ‘‘ Pray without ceasing.’’ But 
this will amount to little unless we add exercise. We 
must work out our spiritual life, —give it an outlet in 
real activity of some sort, and in daily, systematic 
fashion, if we would keep the pores open and get rid 
of the sin-germs that are busy night and day seek- 
ing permanent lodgment in our souls. These simple 
rules also have revolutionized many, and have turned 
disease-burdened existence into the glowing, abound- 
ing life of health in Jesus Christ. He does not 


/ 


promise us freedom from attack, but he does promise 
victorious resistance to attack, 
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The Perils of Maturity 


We hear much about the perils of childhood, 
which is well; but the perils of maturity are just as 
great, and they last longer. If wrong-doing in child- 
hood may mar all the after life, so wrong-doing in 
maturity may stain all that has gone before. The 
Devil purposes that it shall ; and he only attacks the 
harder those who have escaped the perils of child- 
hood. The peculiar peril of maturity is that we are 
now in danger of losing the enthusiasm and fresh 
hopefulness of childhood. We think we have seen 
that we can sin and not be ruined by it, We think 
we have learned that the high ideals of childhood, 
both for others and for ourselves, are impracticable. 
We are in the awful peril of callousness, indifference, 
a lowering of our whole spiritual tone, This need 
not be ; it must not be; and our only safety is in be- 
coming as little children again. 


x 
To-day’s Temptation 


Temptations to great sin seldom come unexpect- 
edly. Opportunities to great sin are not temptations 
at all unless we have been steadily paving the way for 
them by repeated yielding to lesser sin. Men are not 
suddenly swept off their feet, from a position of strict 
uprightness, by an overwhelming and _ irresistible 
temptation. This may seem to have happened, to 
onlookers, but it is so only because the man who has 
thus failed has successfully concealed from others a 
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constant and deliberate yielding, of which he himself 
has been fully conscious. Therefore we need not fear 
great sin nearly as much as little sin ; and we need not 
to-day be appalled at the multitude of temptations 
that probably lie ahead. ‘‘ Fight to-day’s temptation 
as it comes,’’ is good advice. And if it seems to be 
only trifling, fight it the harder. Sin can get control 
of no one except by degrees so small that they are 
wholly within that one’s control,—when Christ is 
back of the control. 


<< 
The Cruelest Wounds 


We can always hurt most those whom we love, 
and who love us, most. For even a little wound is a 
great wound when inflicted on a loved one. And it 
is perilously easy to pass from the inflicting of little 
wounds to those that, a year age, we would have 
thought too cruel to tolerate. Every bitter word 
spoken to a dear one makes it probable that the next 
time the word will be more bitter, and the hurt deeper. 
Our love for another, no matter how great, is easily 
overmastered by sarcasm, and anger, and even hatred, 
when once these demons have been permitted to have 
their own way in our life. Indeed, we are likely to 
vent these passions on those we love best more readily 
than on any others, taking refuge behind the cowardly 
thought that our love is really great enough to stand 
the strain! So it is in the innermost circles of our 
most loving relationships that we need to be most on 
our guard, If we are in the bondage of the habit of 
constantly wounding our dear ones, only God can 
break that bondage for us. He will do so when we 
fight with him to make love the guardian of our lips. 
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The Challenge of Attempted Suppression 


a | BEGIN to see a great obstacle before me in the 
way of my preaching,’’ wrote Joseph Hardy 
Neesima, the founder of the Doshisha, to Mr. 

Alpheus Hardy from Copenhagen in 1872, when he 

was in Europe with the lwakura Embassy, ‘‘for the 

most of our educated men in Japan are falling into 
infidelity. But I am happy in a meditation on the 
marvelous growth of Christianity in the world, and 
believe that if it finds any obstacles it will advance 
still faster and swifter, as a stream does run faster 
when it does find any hindrances on the course.” 
And he adds, revealing the spirit which is in all true 
men facing opposition, ‘‘Oh, what a pleasant thing it 
is that we can rely on the hand of the living God. He 
will make a great use of us humble vessels in his 
household, if we simply remain faithful to him.’’ 
Obstacles have never impeded the growth of Chris- 
tianity. They have only stimulated it. Over all the 
difficulties springing from social and political con- 
ditions and climates and imperfect facilities of travel 
and communication, the Christian faith has moved 
from the beginning steadily outward and forward. The 
natural hindrances to the spread of a new religion it 
met and unhesitatingly overcame. But it met also 
the fiercest moral opposition. Great interests, the 
greatest interests of the world, assailed it and tried to 
break itdown. They triedin vain. The ‘‘stream does 
run faster,’’ as Neesima said in his quaint English, 

‘when it does find any hindrances on the course.’’ 

The attempt to suppress the religion only called at- 
tention toit. It could not have received better adver- 
tisement. In the cities where it had its strongholds 
the persecutions made it talked about, focused men’s 
minds on it, awakened their curiosity about it. And 
they scattered the believers and the news of the new 
faith over the towns and country districts. The per- 
secutions of the apostolic church had this effect, and 
later on, Harnack says, ‘‘the severe persecutions of 


Decius, Valerian, Diocletian and Maximus Daza, 
drove thousands of Christians to take refuge in the 
country ; the last-named emperor, moreover, deliber- 
ately endeavored to eject Christians from the towns 
and condemned thousands to hard labor in the mines 
throughout the country. We know, thanks to the in- 
formation of Dionysius of Alexandria and Eusebius, 
that in such cases communities sprang up in. the 
country districts for the purpose of worship."" The 
attempt to suppress the new faith only spread it. The 
same result always follow persecution. 

For all use of force to coerce opinion or to destroy 
faith is unavailing ; it reacts to confirm what it is in- 
tended to destroy. What men really think or believe 
they think or believe not because of any external con- 
straint, but on grounds of reason or spiritual experi- 
ence. And these are beyond the reach of physical 
violence. Physical violence or any form of threat 
or intimidation only throws the inner moral con- 
viction back the more deeply upon its true springs, 
and verifies and confirms it, And when once this has 
happened, and a man has suffered for his faith, he is 
thenceforth in a world where persecution has no mean- 
ing to him ; or rather, indeed, it has a blessed and in- 
spiring meaning, making him ready to be faithful to 
death as his Master who endured his cross and de- 
spised his shame was faithful. 

Thus when men have suffered for their faith it be- 
comes doubly precious to them, and they become 
ready to die for that for which they have dared to 
live. The exaltation of their loyalty makes yet more 
dear the convictions which have given them the 
strength to be strong. On one of the finest of Violet 
Oakley's wonderful pictures of William Penn's career, 
on the walls of the Governor's. room in the Pennsyl- 
vania State Capitol, are the words in which Penn after 
his arrest for violation of the conventicle act addressed 
the Lieutenant of the Tower of London: *Iqwould 
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have thee and al) other men to know that I scorn that 
religion which is not worth suffering for and able to 
sustain those that are afflicted for it."’ 

A persecuted cause makes resistless appeal to man- 
hood. To be sure, it sifts out the insincere and 
cowardly, but it leaves behind a force of men all the 
stronger for that winnowing. And in these men it 
brings out all that is noblest and most daring. It 
strikes open the deeps in their souls. It weakens 
the grip of material things, and gives the sover- 
eignty of the life into the hands of pure spiritual 
principle. Those who try to suppress a movement 
otherwise than by free moral persuasion and by the 
light of truth, only feed the movement's life. They 
strip it of its weaknesses, and increase its power by 
cutting away the elements that separate it from the 
fountains of truth’s life in God. What was a human 
association or movement of men is thus seen to be a 
great cause of God, worthy of any sacrifice. ‘‘Cour- 
age yet,’’ writes James Renwick, the soul of the 
Cameronian Societies in the days of the Covenant 
and the ‘‘ Killing Times.’’ ‘‘ Courage yet, for all that 
is come and gone. The loss of men is not the loss of 
the cause. What is the matter though we all fall? 
The cause shall not fall.’’ 

The attempt at suppression brings out the warrior 
nature in man, God put it there, and God means it 
to fulfil its ministry. Life is not meant to be looked 
at as a career of peace where there are no foes to 
fight, or as a truce with foes with whom we make 
compacts of agreement. In times of complacency, 
when no questions are raised among men, life may 
seem a peaceful thing ; but that is only because its 
real issues are asleep. Once let them awake, and 
cowardice and evil will begin their campaign of sup- 
pression. Then, too, courage and righteousness will 
answer back. The attempt at suppression is the 
blessed challenge which wakens the soldier passion in 
the soul. Then the truth spreads. For it is in two 
ways that right knowledge and true faith are extended: 


Facing Tobacco Facts 

It is not easy to get people to admit facts which 
they prefer to believe are not so. But this common 
fact of human nature does not alter the other facts 
of our universe. And the world in general is mov- 
ing surely, if sometimes very slowly, toward the rec- 
ognition and acceptance of the facts which it most 
needs to know. ‘‘ Tell the truth, even if it hurts,’’ 
said President Roosevelt to a journalist who was going 
to study conditions at Panama. There is a good 
working principle for every one. 

The truth about tobacco always hurts, for tobacco 
has an awful grip on the world. The Sunday School 
Times has been trying to give the truthein this field 
in an authoritative way, Twice last year it published 
articles on tobacco by prominent physicians. The 
scientifically accurate facts thus presented startled, — 
and hurt. Some are not inclined to admit them. 
Concerning the latest article, by the well-known 
neurologist Dr. L. Pierce Clark, of New York, a long- 
time reader in Washington, D. C., writes ; 

Referring to Dr. Clark's article on tobacco, where and how 
is his theory borne out in practise? Many men who have at- 
tained to the highest positions have been smokers. McKinley 
smoked, and many others in all walks of life,—Speaker Can- 
non, over seventy, with the nerve that few men have. 

I am over sixty-six years old. The little schooling I had 
was when between ten and twelve. I commenced working 
for wages at thirteen, commenced smoking at fourteen. I was 
clerk in the city post-office here from 1862 to 1865, and in Rail- 
way Mail Service from 1866 to 1890, when I passed the civil 
service examination, and was appointed to a department 
clerkship. I believe I am above the average among many 
younger with more education and non-smokers. I smoke a 

reat deal—cigars in the street and pipe at home (not in the 
amily rooms), when reading, writing, or ‘‘tinkering.’’ I carry 
my age well, too, few thinking I am as old as I am by ten or 
more years. A stranger, who had seen me in market and no- 
tieed my Grand Army button, stopped me some time ago and 
asked if I did not go into the war very late and very young, 
when, in fact, I was over eighteen when my company was 
mustered into service, April 11, 1861. I have read of numer- 
ous cases of very aged people, men and women, who were 
smokers. Many theories are not borne out in practise. 

But Dr. Clark had nothing to do with theories ; he 
gave only hard and fast facts. As Visiting Neurolo- 
gist to the Randall’s Island Hospitals and Schools, 
New York, Consulting Neurologist at the Manhattan 
State Hospital, Consulting Neurologist at the Craig 
Colony for Epileptics, and Assistant Neurologist at 
the Vanderbilt Clinic (Columbia University), he is in 
a position to know something of the facts in the field 
of the nervous system. And there was nothing in his 
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by pervasion and by invasion. The great truths 
move out subtly over men’s minds. From age to 
age their thoughts are widened with the process of 
the suns. But truth is a warrior. It invades the 
haunts of error. It loves combat. It rejoices to see 
its foes, The effort to suppress it is needed to call all 
its faculties into play. They need only room and an 
adversary. Truth like strength shows its glory against 
resistance. It prevails by conquest. 

This is the nature of truth. The harder the oppo- 
sition it encounters, the more solid its impact. Per- 
secution does*not more truly bring out the noblest 
qualities in man than it brings out the fulness and 
power of the truth. You cannot stop the truth or 
overthrow it. The harder you try, the more trium- 
phantly truth rises up and presses foward. In 1868 
the first convents were baptized at Chieng Mai among 
the Laos people. Two of them were at once arrested, 
and confessed before the authorities that they had 
abandoned Buddhism. The death yoke was then put 
around their necks, and a small rope was passed 
through the holes in their ears (used for earrings by 
all natives), and carried tightly over the beam of the 
house. After thus being tortured all night they were 
again examined in the morning, but steadfastly refused 
to deny their Lord and Saviour even in the face of death. 
They prepared for execution by praying to him, 
closing with the words ‘‘ Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit."" Being then taken off to the jungle, they 
were clubbed to death by the executioner, and one of 
of them, not dying quickly enough, was thrust through 
the heart by a spear. All of the seventy-three de- 
scendants of one of those martyrs are now members of 
the church, 

Men can do nothing against the truth. They can 
break themselves upon it. They can rob their own 
lives of its blessing. But they cannot crush it, and 
they cannot stay it. Let us serve it with a new con- 
fidence and a new courage. For God is with us. 
Who are they that be against us ? 





article on ‘‘ How Tobacco Affects the Nervous Sys- 
tem’’ that is disproved by the hale and hearty (?) 
Washington smoker. Neither Dr. Clark nor any 
other sensible person has ever claimed that every 
user of tobacco is broken down or even noticeably 
injured by his tobacco. The Doctor simply set forth 
the demonstrated effects of tobacco on the nervous 
system. Those effects are physically poisonous and 
degenerating. The physical powers of some men, as 
in the case of this correspondent, are sufficient to en- 
able them to resist the poison and live pretty credita- 
ble lives in spite of the degeneration that is going on 
in their bodies. Some die before the effects of the 
tobacco are painfully noticeable. They might have 
lived longer, and done a great deal more while they 
lived, if*they had not smoked ; but they don’t know 
this, nor do their fellow-smokers, and so they live 
and die in the comfortably soothing, narcotized no- 
tion that tobacco never hurt them a bit. Other 
healthy (!) smokers do very well while they are in such 
good health as their tobacco permits, and then, when 
attacked by pneumonia or typhoid fever, or when 
under the knife for an operation, the nicotine- 
poisoned system collapses under the strain that the 
normal system would have stood, and the tobacco- 
user pays with his life for his harmless habit. But 
he and his fellow-smokers, again, do not know this. 

Just a suggestion to the Washington defender of 
the weed. If he believes that he is a normally healthy 
man to-day in spite ot his tobacco, suppose he sim- 
ply test the matter by giving up smoking for a month, 
and ascertain whether his body as God made it, sup- 
plied only with food and drink and exercise, feels 
perfectly comfortable, with nerves and brain and 
stomach at their best working efficiency. If it does 
not, then tobacco has made him an abnormal man ; 
and no amount of theory to the contrary can alter this 
hard and undeniable fact. 

Tobacco makes slaves of men. Most honest to- 
bacco-users will admit this. The natural or normal 
man revolts from its use. The body has to be forced, 
past nausea and giddiness, into the abnormal state 
that first tolerates, then craves, this drug. Does the 
fact that some, perhaps many, men can then live on 
through a lifetime of dependence upon this habit, 
while many others show its ravages so plainly that 
they long to be free and cannot, strike the thoughtful 
boy or young man who wishes to have all his powers 
normally and consistently at their best as a temptingly 
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sensible reason why he should deliberately choose 
this as a life-habit for himself? Such a young man 
will demand better reasons than those that are ad- 
vanced in this well-written letter. 

Another letter called out by Dr. Clark's article 
comes from a Harvard University student. He writes : 


Dr. Clark's article on ‘‘ How Tobacco Affects the Nervous 
System "’ interests me personally very much. Smoking (some- 
times to excess) is one of my strongest habits, and realizing the 
same, I have often consulted physicians on the danger of 
tobacco. Some advise against the use of ‘‘ the weed,’’ while 
others declare that a moderate use does no harm whatever, 
and is even in some cases a benefit. It seems to me that such 
a lack of unity on the question by the profession is a most in- 
sidious misfortune. 


But the medical profession, like most others, is hu- 
man, and the world has not yet had the satisfaction 
of seeing the members of any profession or class of 
investigators under the sun agree in matters of fact. 
In the question of tobacco, as in every question, a 
man usually decides what he will do and then finds 
ample authority for doing it. This Harvard man who 
frankly admits the harmfulness of the habit to him 
(excess is always harmful) did not, when he wrote this 
letter, really want to stop smoking. If he had, he 
would have found enough in Dr. Clark's article to 
stiffen up his backbone and justify him in saying 
good-bye to his tobacco. He wanted to hold on to 
his habit, and he wanted to find physicians who would 
tell him that he might; and such physicians are 
always to be found. 

Yet the letter of another physician, Dr. Matthew 
Woods of Philadelphia, in comment on the Harvard 
man’s letter, may interest him. Dr. Woods is a 
Member of the American Medical Association, and of 
the National Association for Study of Epilepsy and 
Care and Treatment of Epileptics. He writes : 


Yesterday I received your letter, and this morning the copy 
of ‘The Sunday School Times containing Dr. Clark's interest- 
ing paper. 

I agree altogether with Dr. Clark. I do not believe 
that a man is ever benefited by the use of tobacco; and if 
being expelled from nearly all the pharmacopceias means 
anything, it means that the men selected because of fitness to 
write pharmacopeeias, also do not believe that tobacco is worth 
being put upon record as a remedy for anything. 

Of course it does certain things, produces certain conditions ; 
as, for example, it produces, after its use, disease, and then it 
soothes or delays the condition it produced, but without ever 
curing it, and at the expense of the system at large, so that the 
longer a man uses tobacco, as a rule, the more abnormal he 
becomes, until in many cases tobacco alone is not sufficient to 
dispel the discomfort indirectly caused by tobacco, and resort 
is had to alcohol or some other narcotic. 

On this account I feel that a man is never really benefited 
by the use of tobacco. . 

It is just a drug habit, no more worthy of respect, no more 
capable of justification, than any other drug habit. 


So the facts of tobacco-using are before us, to be 
admitted or denied as we please. There is good 
reason to believe that the relative number of men who, 
from the dictates of ordinary common sense, keep 
themselves free from the tobacco habit, is steadily in- 
creasing, and that the day is not far distant when this 
‘*Open Letter’’ discussion of both sides of the sub- 
ject, in a Christian journal, will be looked back upon 
as a curious relic of the dark ages. 


od 
The Daily Altar 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 
January 25 to 31 


MON.—Most glorious God, help me to behold thy glory 
until it transforms and transfigures me. t me gaze upon 
thy beauty until I ¥- thy likeness, Let thy gentleness 
make me great. t thy love make me pitiful. Let thy 
strength make me invincible. 

‘TUES.—Almighty God, I bless thee for the certainty of thy 
love toward me. I thank thee that I may walk in assurance 
and that I may sleep in peace. Let the glorious possession 
be realized in my own life. Let me walk in faith. 

WED.—Almighty God, wilt thou strengthen the roots of my 
being ?, Let there be light and truth in the inner man. Let 
me be holy in the secret place, and let my life be in the light. 

‘THURS.—Gracious God, I pray that thou wouldst keep my 
heart in the heavenly country even while I walk in the ways 
of time. Let there be a perfume about my life which bears 
witness that my soul dwells in the King’s gardens. Let me 
bear testimony to my kinship with the Infinite. 

FRI.—Holy Father, I pray that thou wouldst refine and 
elevate the purposes of my life. Let me not be led astray by 
anything mean and unworthy, but let me feel the constraint of 
the noble and the true. Let me follow the light, even when 
it leads over difficult places, 


SAT.—My Father in heaven, teach me the true dignity of 
human life. Let me not waste my strength in careless or riot- 
ous living. Let me employ it wisely as a good merchant of 
the Kingdom, and so let me grow in the grace and in the knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


SuN.—Heavenly Father, I pray that thou wouldst keep me 
near to thee. Teach me how to be among my fellows and yet 
to be with God. Teach me how to work and yet to be in 
prayer. ‘Teach me how to be in heaven while walking upon 
earth. Let me even now live in the heavenly places with 
Christ. 
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City Life 


By Henry T. Sell, D.D., author of «studies in the Life of Paul,” “Studies in Early Church History,” etc. 





in Bibl 


e Times 








I. Jerusalem, the Most Famous City in the World 


HIS series of articles deals with the conditions of 
life in the famous cities of the Roman Empire 
in New Testament times. In each city we find 

a dominant and different type of life, which has its 
counterpart in some modern city. Weshall compare 
the old with the new. 

There is a practical side to these comparative 
studies, for the question is now asked, ‘‘ How can 
Christianity hold its own and advance in the large 
centers of population ?’’. The modern city has been 
declared ‘‘ The Gibraltar of Civilization,’’ and ‘* The 
Storm Center of Christianity.’ The forces of evil 
entrench themselves and engage in an offensive and 
defensive warfare. Vice fights for its placeand power 
with tooth and nail. In this present-day conflict 
there are those who fear lest Christianity be seriously 
crippled or even destroyed. There is a hesitation in 
rushing into the thick of the fight. It is well, in view 
of this modern timidity, to turn back to the begin- 
nings of our religion and consider the evils in the 
ancient cities, and see with what boldness the early 
teachers of our faith entered and aggressively pushed 
their cause. They certainly had no lack of courage 
in grappling with the worst elements in the old 
heathen strongholds. They realized the strategic 
value of the city for their work, and won an empire. 

We here look directly into the methods by which 
Christianity’s early work was done so effectively. 
We see that the foundation of all that was done was 
in the direct appeal, irrespective of all race condi- 
tions. The call was for inward purification and re- 
generation through Christ. This appeal met a won- 
derful response. Do we need to change this method 
in the modern city ? Or is it because the method has 
been changed that the work is less effective ? 

As in the old Roman Empire, our cities also are 
fast growers. In the United States in 1800 there 
were but six cities of 8,000 inhabitants and over ; now 
there are about five hundred such municipalities. In 
ten years the city population of Ohio increased 
410,000, while the country population increased only 
60,000 ; the proportion in Connecticut was 111,000 
to 12,000 for the same time. This incréase in urban 
population is world-wide. Berlin is growing faster 
than New York, and London adds to its population 
over 10,000 people every month. 

The fight is on for the city. There are those who 
are seeking to bring up the foul city from below, full 
of unclean things,—the all-night saloon, the open 
gambling hall, the social evil. Opposed to them are 
those who endeavor to bring down from above the 
‘* Holy City,’’ wherein is no sorrow or sin,—where 
man can be at his best, a city of righteousness. This 
was the conflict of oldin Paul’s time. It is still waged. 


The beginning of Christianity was in Jerusalem, the 
most famous city in the world, where three strong 
civilizations, the Jewish, Roman, and Grecian, met. 
No one knows when it was founded. It was a fortress 
in Abraham's time. Many successive cities occupied 
this site, but none was stronger or more ornate than that 
which Christ saw. The world has never had a larger 
or more splendid religious temple than that built by 
Herod. No place seemed more likely to last for ages 
than this one, founded upon bedrock, surrounded by 
a huge wall, and begirt with massive towers. It was 
a symbol of things unshakable. This city entered 
into conflict with Christ and crucified him, but he 
had forecast the end of the conflict in the total de- 
struction of the city. But what was the reason for 
the doom? Let us look in upon its life. 

No more impressive picture has ever been pre- 
sented to human eyes than that of Jerusalem in its 
glory. Let us imagine ourselves as visitors to this 
city. Coming down from the Mount of Olives, we cross 
the bridge over the Kidron Valley and enter the tem- 
ple enclosure through the Susa gate. We pass through 
this enclosure to the southwest corner where there is 
another bridge, over the Tyropoeon Valley, which 
connects the temple area with the city. This bridge 
is fifty feet wide, with spans of forty feet. It is built 
of huge stones, some of them forty feet long and six 
feet thick. Looking below, we see a very busy, al- 
though a narrow, street. There are workers in brass, 


The first of a series of articles on some of the 
famous cities of the East compared with great 
modern cities, to include 


Jerusalem, the Most Famous City in the World 
Antioch, the Pleasure-Loving Paris of Syria 
Ephesus, the Turbulent Chicago of Asia 
Corinth, the Commercial New York of Greece 
Athens, the Cultured Boston of Greece 
Rome, the Mighty London of the Old World 








others in leather, and still others weaving rugs. Here 
are merchants bargaining with customers, and all the 
varied street sights and sounds of an Oriental city. 

If we ascend now the tower at our right on the 
eastern end of this bridge, we can get an excellent 
view of the principal features of the city. From this 
vantage-point we look to the north wall of the temple 
area, and see the huge castle of Antonia towering up 
two hundred feet, —an immense building with frowning 
battlements, housing great numbers of Roman soldiers, 

Looking northwest, we see the Damascus gate, out 
of which Christ walked to his death. Beyond this 
gate we see the villas of rich Jews and Romans, with 
groves of almond, olive, and pomegranate trees. 

We now face the west, and before us is the broad 
expanse of the city. There are many small houses 
built of clay and stone, with flat roofs; the staircases 
are on the outside. There are numbers of the better 
class of dwellings with enclosed rooms on the roofs, 
but in startling contrast are the palaces of the rich, 
immense buildings and magnificently furnished. 
Most of the streets are narrow; some are broad, how- 
ever, with open spaces paved with white marble. In 
the enclosed courtyards of the better houses are play- 
ing fountains, with shrubs and trees. A great aque- 
duct, forty miles long, comes in from the north, and 
water is abundant for all purposes. 

To the extreme west, near the wall, is the huge 
palace of Herod the First ; to this palace Christ was 
sent by Pilate. It was built of white marble, and 
walled about to the height of forty-five feet. Within 
were great open courts, magnificent walls, with splen- 
did broad staircases leading to large rooms filled with 
gold and silver furniture. Everything that art and 
taste could suggest and money buy was lavished upon 
this home of one of the world’s most cruel and blood- 
thirsty tyrants. To the north of this palace were 
three famous towers, of the hundred which adorned 
the walls. First, Hippicus, named for a friend of 
Herod, with a length and breadth of 37% feet, solid 
up to 45 feet, then a reservoir for water of 30 feet 
high, then a house 37% feet high, with battlements 
of 4% feet, making a total height of 117% feet. Sec- 
ond, Phasael, named for a brother of Herod, a tower 
of 60 feet square and 135 feet in height. Third, 
Mariamne, named for a wife of Herod, 30 feet square 
and 75 feet in height. To the southwest we can see 
in the distance the huge palace of the high priest, 
where Christ was taken for his first trial. 

The greatest object of interest is the temple, in 
whose enclosure we are now standing: This great 
structure was not wholly completed in Christ's time, 
for it was begun in 19 B.C., and not finished until 
A. D. 64. Its area was a million square feet, and, 
allowing for the buildings, over one hundred and fifty 
thousand people could assemble in its open spaces 
and courts without serious crowding. Ten thousand 
men were employed in getting ready its foundation. 
This central building which we see in front of us is 
surrounded by a low wall with marble posts, warning 
Gentiles not to enter under pain of death. This 
building has nine gates, four on the south and four 
on the north, covered with plates of gold and silver. 
The one on the east is made of dazzling Corinthian 
brass, beautifully ornamented —so heavy are the 
leaves that it requires twenty men to open and close 
them. The sanctuary is a separate building of white 
marble, 150 feet long, wide, and high, covered with 
plates of gold. On the south of the enclosure is the 
Royal Porch—how magnificent-it is! A thousand 
feet long, with its three wide aisles—the middle one 
45 feet wide, with carved pillars 100 feet high, and the 
two side ones 30 feet wide, with pillars 50 feet high, 


the pillars supporting a roof of cedar-wood exqui- 
sitely and deeply carved. This is a public place, a 
forum, a school, a bazaar. In this and Solomon's 
porch Christ often taught. If we go to the places of 
tribute money and ask how much is given yearly for 
the support of the temple, we shall be told about 
$400, 000, 

If we are visiting this city at passover time we shall 
see its ordinary population increased from about 200, - 
000 to about 2,000,000, Whatasight! The streets 
are full of people ; the temple is thronged with wor- 
shipers. The houses are not able to accommodate 
the multitudes that come from the remotest parts, so 
the hillsides are gay with bright-colored tents. We 
get some idea of the scene which Christ saw when he 
looked down upon the city just before his triumphal 
entry into it upon the day that we celebrate as Palm 
Sunday. Helooked down literally uponaseaof human 
faces. Beyond he saw the magnificent temple like a 
mountain of snow and gold, and the strong fortress of 
a city with its splendid palaces, and wept. 

Now our question is pertinent : why was the city 
doomed? Christ did not weep for himself, but for 
the city—that it was shortly to be destroyed. 

The whole effort of the Jew at this time seems to 
have been to present a fair and comely outside ap- 
pearance. He depended for his salvation upon being 
ason of Abraham, and performing his temple vows 
and giving his offerings. So long as he outwardly 
did right things he believed that he was safe, no mat- 
ter what he thought or what sin he committed. 
Christ had no harder denunciation for any class of 
men than the Pharisees, who were, as he said, like 
whited sepulchers, but within full of dead men's 
bones. As we see, sometimes, a man of high worldly 
position, found to be a moral leper, fall suddenly 
from his lofty place, so Christ declared this city, with 
no heart or enthusiasm for righteousness, should be 
judged and destroyed. Then again there was a new 
dispensation coming in, when God should have his 
temple in men’s hearts and not ina structure. As 
we have seen a whole block of city buildings torn 
down to make way for some better. building, so the 
temple must come down for a larger conception of 
God. 

The modern city errs to-day, like Jerusalem of old, 
in that it strives to make itself clean outside, — it 
spends great sums of money in magnificent public 
buildings and parks and permits, and covers up fes- 
tering places of vice, and conceals them from public 
view. - Why is the police force so often blind to the 
degradation of and trade in human souls carried on 
by human harpies? Why the cries that come up 
from the slums? ‘The city fathers are too busy with 
plans for outward adornment to care for these things. 
Here is the danger. That human souls are reaiiy 
worth more than magnificent buildings is a lesson 
that needs to be learned ; this was a part of the essen- 
tial message of Christ. The Jews failed to heed, 
and Jerusalem, strong and beautiful, with its unsur- 
passed temple, massive fortifications, splendid palaces, 
was left desolate. 

We find another lesson. The disciples were bidden 
to begin to preach and teach right where their Mas- 
ter had ntet his defeat and death. Because the 
church to-day has met defeat in the center of great 
cities is the very reason why it should seek to win here 
its greatest triumphs. No more fitting place could have 
been found in which to Start the Christian religion 
than in this city. From all over the then known 
world came pilgrims to Jerusalem, and what they 
heard here they carried back to the remotest cities 
and tents on the backside of the desert. 

The apostles were very bold in the ancient city in 
declaring the gospel ; the boldness of Peter and John 
was most marked. There was no ‘‘ by your leave,”’ 
but a declaration that the Jerusalem authorities and 
the people had done wrong in the crucifixion of the 
Christ, and a call to repentance. Some one once re- 
marked to Sydney Smith that the church was dying 
of dignity. <‘‘Notso,’’ said he, ‘‘it is not dignity, 
but timidity.’’ 

Whenever in any city the bold voice of a Peter or 
John or Paul is raised, there is the same flocking of 
the people in great numbers to hear the Word, 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charies Gallaudet Trumbull 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times) 


Getting Started in Class 


O YOU see these two pieces of string? 1am 

D going to put them together in a simple form of 
knot. (Do so, making the knot shown in the 

illustration, and leaving the loops very loose.) Will, 
just draw the loops gently together, by pulling the 
pairs of ends in opposite directions, 
but not enough to make a hard knot. Now, 
Harry, take the two ends of one of the 
strings in one hand, and one end of the 
other string in the other hand, and pull 
the strings apart, until you have entirel 
separated them and untied the knot. Pull 
harder. Oh, you'll have to pull a great 
deal harder than that. What’s that? You 
say the harder you er the tighter the 
knot becomes ? ou believe the string would break 
before the knot would come untied now? Well, I 
guess you’re right. 

Let me tell you of a schoolboy of whom Robert E. 
Speer tells, who reminds me of that knot, which only 
sets tighter and harder the more it is pulled. 

His name was Edward Thring, and he had gone to 
the famous English school at Eton as a very small 
boy. One day he went out to take possession of one 
of the Fives courts (something like a tennis court). 
He took possession of his court, according to the rule 
that the first comers had the right to do so. Orne of 
the great bullies of the school came out and tried to 
drive him off, and the little chap lay down upon the 
stone, and the big fellow tried toremove him. And 
little Thring dug his finger-nails down through the 
crack at the side of the stone, and the big bully tried 
to kick him off. ‘*‘ No,” said Thring, ‘*I will not go; 
I will die first;” and that name, “Little Die First,” 
clung to him. 

It rather warms the blood to know about such fel- 
lows, doesn’t it? Makes us fairly tingle, and wish 
we could be like them! And sometimes we're afraid 
it isn’t in us. Is there any hope for the fellow or 
girl who isn’t a bit of a hero naturally, but who wants 
to be? Let us see. 

The Teaching of the Lesson 

I want you to listen for a moment while Frank and 
Ned read about the most cowardly act of one of the 
greatest cowards in history. He was a blusterer and 
braggart, as all cowards are. His name was Peter, 
and Jesus was warning him and the other disciples 
of the test that lay ahead for them, the night of the 
crucifixion. Notice how confident Peter was (here 
have Matt. 26: 31-33 read aloud). A little later that 
same night, after me had been arrested, see what 
happened (have Matt. 26: 69-74a read aloud). Not 
very much like ‘‘Little Die First,” was he? Not 
much hero-stuff there. 

But that was not his last chance. 
later he had another, 

From this point take up the lesson story itself, 
showing the immediate connection with last week’s 
lesson. A mapping out of a plan that grips attention 
at once is given in Mr. Foster's first paragraph. 
And an immensely interesting, yet very simple and 

racticable, method of bringing out the lesson story 
is described in Miss Slattery’s second to fifth para- 
graphs. 

From ** Your Lesson Questions Answered,” and 
the following, you can glean the information needed 
to explain the situation that confronted the apostles. 


The imposing make-up of the Sanhedrin, or Council 
(Riddle, 3). 

The Romans’ policy of leaving as much as possible, in 
religious matters, to the Jews (Ramsay, 1). 

Why the Sadducees so opposed the apostles’ teaching 
(Riddle, 6, and on vs. 2, 17; Sanders, 2). 

The priests’ proper attitude toward any religious dis- 
turbance (Ramsay, 2). 

What ‘‘in the name of’? means in the East (Mackie, 1). 

Peter’s masterly and inspired answer (Ramsay, 5). 

The surprising error of ** builders’’ who could mistake a 
corner-stone (Mackie, 2). 

The predicament into which Peter’s answer put the 
priests (Ramsay, 3; Sanders, 4). : 

The priests had evidently not connected this affair with 
Jesus until the hearing of Peter and John (Ramsay, 4). 

Along with the bringing out of the facts of the 
lesson story, or after this has been done, such points 
as the following may appropriately be made : 

Is it fun to get punished for doing right? (Ridgway, 1.) 

There -is. only one watchword at the. different gates of 
heaven (Illustrations, 3 ; Pierson, last). 





Some months 


LESSON 5. JANUARY 31. 


Commit verses II, 12 


5 And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers and 
elders and scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem ; 6 and 
Annas the high priest was there, and Ca’ia-phas, and John, 
and Alexander, and as many as were of the kindred of the 
high priest. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they 
inquired, By what power, or in what name, have ye done this? 
8 ‘Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said unto them, Ye 
rulers of the people, and elders, 9 if we this day are examined 
concerning a good deed done to an impotent man, ! by what 
means this man is made whole ; 10 be it known unto you all, 
and to all the people of Israel, that in the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the » 
dead, even in ? him doth this man stand here before you whole. 
1i He is ® the stone which was set at nought of you the build- 
ers, which was made the head of the corner. 12 And in none 
other is there salvation : for neither is there any other name 
wades heaven, that is given among men, wherein we must be 
saved. 

13 Now when they beheld the boldness of Peter and John, 
and had perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, 
they marvelled ; and they took knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus. 14 And seeing the man that was healed 
standing with them, they could say nothing against it. 15 But 
when they had commanded them to go aside out of the coun- 
cil, they conferred among themselves, 16 saying, What shall 
we do to these men ? for that indeed a notable * miracle hath 
been wrought through them, is manifest to all that dwell in 
Jerusalem ; and we cannot deny it. 17 But that it spread no 
further among the people, let us threaten them, that they speak 
henceforth to no man in this name. 18 And they called them, 
and charged them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of 

esus. Ig But Peter and John answered and said unto them, 

hether it is right in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
rather than unto God, judge ye: 20 for we cannot but speak 
the things which we saw and heard. 


1 Or, in whom 2 Or, this name 3 Ps, cxviii. 22. 4* Gr. sign. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references are to the lesson. articles in this issue.) 


Verse 1.—Who were the priests, and the captain of the 
temple, and the Sadducees ? (Riddle, paragraphs 3-6, and 
on v. fF.) 

Verse 2,—Why should these have been “ troubled ”’ at 
the teaching ? (Riddle ; Ridgway, paragraph 2; Sanders, 2.) 

Verse 3.—What is the meaning of ‘‘ in ward ’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 4.—Has ‘*‘ the word ’’ any special meaning ? (Rid- 
dle.) 

Verse 5.—Who were the rulers, the elders, and the 
scribes ? (Riddle, paragraph 3, and on v. 5.) 

Verse 6.— Who were Annas, Caiaphas, John, and Alex- 
ander? In what way did the high priest get his office? 
(Riddle, paragraph 4, and on v. 6.) 

Verse 8.—Has ‘filled with the Holy Spirit ’’ any special 
meaning here ? (Riddle, on vs. 8 and 31; Ramsay, 4.) 

Verse 11.—What is the meaning of ‘‘ the head of the 
corner ’’ ? (Riddle.) 

Verse 12,—Did this imply that the impotent man had 
been made whole spiritually as well as physically ? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 13.—-In what respect were Peter and John ‘‘ un- 
learned and ignorant”? (Riddle ; Mackie, paragraph 3.) 

Verse 15.—What was the council ? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 16.—What is a ‘‘ miracle ’’ ? ( Riddle.) 

Verse 17.—Why did the rulers wish that this should 
‘*spread no further among the people ’’ ? (Riddle ; San- 
ders, 2.) 

Verse 24.—With what were Peter and John threatened? 
(Riddle. ) 

Verses 25, 26.—What Psalm is referred to, and what was 
its meaning ? ( Riddle.) 

Verse 28.—What is the evident meaning of this verse? 
(Riddle.) 

Verse 31.—Are we to understand from this that the Holy 
Spirit went and came again in special manifestations in the 
lives of the apostles? (Riddle, on vs. 8 and 31.) 








There are plenty of disciples to-day who cannot be 
silenced by any sort of threats (Pierson, 1, 2). 

Mere long life is an unimportant trifle (Illustrations, 1). 

The man who does right anyway does not, as a rule, 
lose by it (Illustrations, 5). 

The common people usually have led in important ad- 
vances (Stelzle). 

Power is always apart from the man or the thing itself 
(Ridgway, 3). 

The person who fears nothing but sin has the making of 
a hero (Slattery, 6). 


So our greatest coward became one of the greatest 
heroes in history. Why? What was the difference 
in Peter now? Mr. Foster’s second paragraph tells. 
Power, that was all. Nothing ever loosened his hold 
on Christ again; like our knot, the harder he was 
pulled, the tighterhe clung. He had lost all his self- 
confidence; that is always a good thing tolose. He 
replaced that with confidence in Christ,—and Christ 
never disappoints such confidence. There is hope 
even for us cowards, is there not ? 


THE TRIAL OF PETER AND JOHN 


Acts 4: I-31. 
Golden Text: They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spake the word of God with boldness.—Acts 4: 31 











The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


LACES. — The arrest was made in Solomon’s 
porch; the place of detention may have been 
within the temple area, or in the city. The 

Sanhedrin had formerly met in Gazzith, ‘‘the Hall 
of Hewn Stones,’’ on the south side of the court of 
priests; afterward, powers shortly before the time 
of this lesson, vg ace of meeting was changed toa 
locality outside the temple, but on Mt. Moriah, 
Verses 23-31 occurred at some house in a re sea 

Time.—On the evening of the day when the lame 
man was healed, and the day after. Perhaps A.D. 30. 

The Sanhedrin.—The name of the supreme eccle- 
siastical assembly of the Jews, rendered ‘‘ council” 
in verse 15. The name is Greek, hence Sanhedrim is 
incorrect. This assembly, probably comprising 70 or 
71 members, included three classes: priests, often 
called chief priests (see below); elders, who were the 
representatives of the people; and scribes, also called 
lawyers, doctors of the law. The high priest usually 

resided. The Greek name suggests a comparatively 
ate origin of the tribunal, probably in the Maccabean 
period (166 B.C. to 37 B.C.). The members sat in a 
semi-circle. ‘*In the midst” (v. 7) refers to this. In 
New Testament times the Sanhedrin had lost the 
power of capital punishment (John 18 : 31). 

Annas.— Here called ‘‘ the high priest”’; he had been 
deposed by the Romans, and his son-in-law Caiaphas 
put in his place. The office was hereditary in the 
family of Aaron, and was held for life; but at this 
period the Roman authorities, as they pleased, de- 
posed and installed high priests. Several sons of 
Annas (or Ananus) were afterward high priests. 
The family was very corrupt. Luke (3: 2) says ‘tin 
the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,” as 
though ae held the office at the sarhe time. It is 
probable that Annas was still recognized as high 
priest by the stricter Jews, and was the president of 
the Sanhedrin at the time of the lesson. 

Chief Priests.—The term is the plural of high priest. 
Strictly speaking, there could be but one high priest. 
Hence the plural has been explained as referring to 
the heads of the priestly families, or to the priests 
who were members of the Sanhedrin; but it is now 
generally held that it included only those who had 
been high priests and the members of the high 
priest's family (v. 6). 

Sadducees.—A Jewish sect, the ‘‘ liberal” religion- 
ists among the Jews, and, like all such, distinguished 
by what they denied rather than what they believed. 
They opposed the doctrine of resurrection and future 
life (see Acts 23: 8). They were not so numerous as 
the Pharisees, but wealthy and influential. 


Verse 1.—Captain of the temple: The leader (also 
a priest) of the temple guard who were Levites. 

Verse 2.— Sore troubled: More literally, ‘‘ worked 
up.” The resurrection of Jesus involved the wider 
truth, which the Sadducees strenuously denied. 

Verse 3.—/n ward: In custody, either at some 
place of detention in the temple or in the public 
prison (chap. 5: 18). 

Verse 4.—TZhe word: The truth about Jesus. 

Verse 5.—Rulers : Members of the Sanhedrin; see 
above. 

Verse 6.—/John, and Alexander: Otherwise un- 
known. 

Verse 8.— Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit: 
Compare the promise in Mark 13: 11. he phrase 
usually points to a special * gift” of the Holy Spirit 
for some particular service, and not to the ‘* gracious ” 
influence without which there can be no real disciple- 
ship. 

Verse 11.— The stone which was set at nought of 
you the builders: Psalm 118: 22 is here applied as 
by our Lord himselt (Matt. 21 : 42).—Head of the 
corner; Corner-stone, the most important position. 

Verse 12.—Sa/vation ; Not physical, but spiritual 
healing, thus suggesting that the lame man had been 
**saved” in this higher sense also. 

Verse 13.—Unilearned and ignorant: Without 
rabbinical training, merely laymen. 

Verse 15.—‘* Council” is the rendering of the Greek 
term for Sanhedrin (see above). 

Verse 16.—Mirac/e: Greek, ‘‘sign.” A super- 
natural occurrence. ‘‘ Miracle” suggests the won- 
derful character, but ‘‘sign,” the usual term in the 
New Testament, points to the attesting character, 
confirming revealed truth, or sustaining authority. 

Verse 17.—Spread no further: They feared for 
their own influence, and the Sadducees among them 
would regard the teaching as fatal to their views. 

Verse 21.—Threatened them: Probably with arrest 
and imprisonment. 

Verses 25, 26.—The citation is from Psalm 2, which 
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LESSON FOR JANUARY 31 (Acts 4 : 1-31) 


is generally recognized as Messianic, whatever its 
primary application may have been. 

Verse 27.—Herod: The tetrarch Herod Antipas, 
called ‘‘king’’ by courtesy, the murderer of John the 
Baptist.—Pontius Pilate: The Roman procurator, 
officially responsible for the crucifixion of Jesus. 

Verse 28.— 7hy hand and thy counsel foreordained: 
Here, as in chapters 2 : 23; 3 : 18, the purpose of God 
is joined with human responsibility, without any at- 
tempt at explaining how this can be. 

Verse os Oe was shaken; A sign that the 
prayer was heard.—Filled with the Holy Spirit: 
See on verse 8. Here, too, there was a special 
‘** gift” for service. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


+ 


The Source of Power 
By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D. 


HILE Peter and John were addressing the peo- 
ple, the Jewish priests and rulers arrested 
them, and on the morrow arraigned them be- 

fore a hastily convened council. The Roman masters 
of the city had no part in this act. They interfered 
in case of serious disturbance, but generally left to 
the Jewish rulers the task of preserving order in the 
agen of the temple. It was the policy of the 

igh priests to prevent riots which might attract 
Roman attention and lead to the curtailment of such 
powers as the Romans still left to them. 

The marvelously vivid picture which Luke gives 
of this council shows the rulers as at first quite igno- 
rant that the prisoners had been connected with Jesus. 
Yesterday they had observed the signs of excitement 
among the people, aud taken immediate steps to 
check it. The question addressed to the prisoners 
reveals the suspicion that the remarkable cure—an 
undeniable fact, evident in the patient who stood be- 
fore the court as a witness—had been produced by 
unholy and magical arts. If this were established, 
the case, as being a religious one, fell entirely under 
their jurisdiction. Peter took the lead in replying, 
pointing to Jesus as the one and only Source of such 
pewes as they had exerted, charging their judges with 

is murder, and drawing the inference that their 
malice had only served to illuminate his glory. 

This answer, so quiet, so restrained, so complete, 
was conclusive. There was nothing more to do. 
The intention of the Jewish administration—a per- 
fectly right and wise intention—to nip in the bud a 
dangerous popular movement, which might lead to 
conspiracy; disorder, rebellion, and bloodshed, was 
brought to naught by the simple fact that here was 
neither revolutionary tendency nor trace of conspir- 
acy nor encouragement to rebellion, but only the 


1s. most peaceable and orderly beneficence. They could 


not venture to inflict punishment because a sick man 
was cured, without putting themselves hopelessly in 
the wrong, and rousing public excitement and indig- 
nation. Nor could they even venture to take notice 
of the historical statement and the theory of pro- 
phetic fulfilment set forth by Peter. It was safest to 
let the past remain undisturbed. If controversy 
about Jesus began, feeling might be roused, the dis- 
order which they dreaded might ensue, and the 
blame would rest with themselves. From their point 
of view the less said about the Messiah the better. 
They therefore instructed the prisoners to say noth- 
ing more about Jesus; and even when Peter de- 
clared that ‘‘we cannot but speak the things which 
we saw and heard,” they merely threatened to pun- 
ish them in case of disobedience, and let them go. 
The priests and rulers were taken aback in this 
enquiry, when they perceived that Peter and John 
had been with Jesus. They had fancied that with 
the death of the Leader the movement would quiet 
down, and his followers, peasants devoid of educa- 
tion, would be powerless; and so it had seemed for a 
time to be. Nowsuddenly it was made clear to them 
that those followers could boldly face the national 
authorities, and speak with ease and power ; that 
without any professional training they could reason 
convincingly on points of the religious law. It is to 
this new power that Luke refers when he describes 
Peter in the court as ‘‘ filled with the Holy Spirit,” 
possessed and inspired with the Divine power. They 
recognized here, and we must recognize, that there 
was no other explanation of the facts except the in- 
fluence of Jesus, his inspiration and his continued 
presence with his followers. What an education 
those poor peasants and fishermen had enjoyed in 
constant intercourse with Jesus during his life, and 
in the consciousness which they now had that he was 
always with them, even unto the end of the world! 
We recognize also that the divine truth always 
works in calm and quiet power; it is never hysterical, 
excited, or violent. What dignity, what self-restraint, 
what instinctive perception how far to go, and where 
to stop, do Peter and John show here! Nothing can 
be added and nothing taken away, without impair- 
ing the effect. What acontrast between these men 
and the others who had on other occasions pro- 
claimed the Messiah! All were true patriots, devoted, 
unselfish, ready to die for their belief. But those 
others were hysterical and frothy, and their action 
could only produce rebellion on the Jewish side and 
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stern repression on the Roman. Their enterprises 
had all been evanescent, This new movement was 
pecehenent, because it was quiet, orderly, and peace- 
ul. Its followers respected their neighbors and 
their magistrates, because they respected them- 
selves. This is the touchstone to distinguish the 
wrong (even when it has right mixed up in its com- 
position) from the right which is Divine. 

So ended the first collision between the young 
church and the Jewish, authorities. The result was 
to strengthen the whole congregation, to fill them 
with the consciousness of the power that had been 
given them, and to give them confidence for the 
future. The event lived in the memory of the 
church, partly from the picturesque and impressive 
nature of the facts, partly because it was the first 
public exertion of their common power, and partly 
because it inaugurated the long series of contests 
between the church and the Jewish rulers. 

We can gatherin a vague way some idea here of the 
lapse of time since the crucifixion. A certain consider- 
able interval separated the two events, for the priests 
and rulers had no longer fresh in their minds the mem- 
ory of Jesus; and it was -_ when Peter recalled his 
death at their hands that they began to connect the 
two apostles with that Teacher whom they had slain. 
This seems to require that at least a good many months 
had elapsed, during which the church, though mak- 
ing steady progress, had not attracted the notice of 
the Jewish administration, but had appeared to be 
merely one of those associations which from time to 
time arose and remained within the limits of the 
Hebrew religion. ‘Ihe orderly behavior of the 
Christians, and their use of the temple as their cen- 
ter, tended to keep them safe and obscure. On the 
other hand, it is hardly safe to suppose a. very long 
interval, for a church containing so many thousands 
even of quiet, peaceable citizens was likely to be 
forced into prominence; and this took place through 
the incident of the lame man. 


ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY, SCOTLAND. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


N WHAT name, have ye done this? (v. 7.) The 
appeal to a name is to claim help from him who 
bears that: name. When a church is named 

after Elijah, St. George, St. Thecla, those saints are 
expected to take a personal:interest in its concerns, 
and to punish any act of desecration toward what it 
contains, or of injury in connection with its priest or 
people. A similar confidence is put in articles that 
are considered to have a protective or wonder-work- 
ing value. Names and symbols are inscribed on 
amulets to indicate the power that is trusted in. To 
appeal to the name of Christ, and to offer petitions 
in his name, means a resting in that relationship in 
which all things are ours, for we are Christ’s, and 
Christ is God’s. It is faith at once in the power and 
willingness of Christ. ‘If ye shall ask anything in 
my name, that will I do.” 

He ts the stone which was set at nought of you 
the builders (v. tt). Inthe East, special trades and 
manufactures become connected with certain locali- 
ties, and handicrafts are perpetuated in the same 
family for generations. Thus the family inheritance 
of skilled labor easily passes into a fraternity or 
guild, with its superiors and inferiors and its guarded 
secrets of process and design. The more such 
trained pre-eminence was recognized, the greater 
was the impression of surprise when it was discov- 
ered to be in error. 

They were unlearned and ignorant men (v. 13). 
Religion was the keeping of the law of Moses, but 
such keeping required that the law should be known, 
and in order to be known it had to be read, studied, 
and discussed. Hence it was impossible for un- 
learned and ignorant men to be religious, for religion 
was the discriminating knowledge of what complied 
with the standard, and of what transgressed its pro- 
visions. By their dress, appearance, and speech the 
apostles belonged to the uneducated class, but their 
authoritative boldness wculd have done honor to the 
seat of Moses. The explanation was one of disciple- 
ship, and so the discovery was an admission from 
the Jewish authorities themselves that Jesus was a 
prophet like unto Moses. 

While it is a grave error to confine the meaning of 
religion to intellectual apprehension, on the other 
hand the Jews owe much to the traditions that have 
kept their minds exercised by study and reasoning. 
Among the rabbinical Jews there is a pretty cere- 
mony that imparts religious interest even to the 
learning of the alphabet. When a little Jewish boy 
has attended the rabbi’s school for a week, and has 
learned the Hebrew letters, his father on Saturday 
evening makes him stand between his knees and 
show how he can read off the whole alphabet. As 
the child stands with his back to his father, the lat- 
ter, at the successful close of the exercise, drops a 
copper on his son’s head. The other members of 
the family are watching, smiling, and unobserved, 
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and the little boy is told that it is the angel's copper, 
because all the angels are pleased with him for hav- 
ing begun to be a scholar. It is his first encourage- 
ment to study, and the first of many lessons that 
will teach him that religion and the knowledge of re- 
ligion are one. 


Beyrout, Syria. 





% 
Unsilenceable Messengers 


The Lesson’s Missionary, Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


a scene in Jerusalem, nearly nineteen hun- 
dred years ago, has been paralleled man 
times in missionary history. See Raymond 
Lull, the heroic and dauntless pioneer of the gospel 
to Muhammadans in the thirteenth century. aving 
given himself wholly to God, he aspired to the ap- 
parently impossible task of winning the Moslem 
world to Christ. He went to North Africa and began 
topreach. The religious and political leaders rose 
up against him, as against Peter and John, and cast 
him into prison for speaking in the name of Christ. 
But he could not but speak the things he had seen 
and heard. Time and again he was driven out of 
the country, only to return and continue to preach 
Jesus, until he was finally stoned to death in his 
eightieth year. 

To-day the brave men and women who are preach- 
ing this gospel cannot be silenced. They have ‘‘ been 
with Jesus,” and their works evidence the truth of 
their teaching. ‘‘In none other is there salvation.” 
Every other religion has failed to satisfy the intel- 
lectual and moral and spiritual needs of mankind. 
Judaism is the best of all non-Christian religions, and 
yet it was to save the Jews first that Christ came, 
and to the Jews Peter and John were speaking. 

To-day, after much persecution and testing, many 
leaders in non-Christian lands are finding in Jesus 
the on/y Way. From India a missionary writes that 
he heard one day an old gray-bearded Sikh fakir de- 
clare boldly to a crowd of three hundred pilgrims : 
‘‘ There is only one living prophet; there is only one 
living Guru (teacher), This is not Muhammad, the . 
prophet, for he is dead; he is not Nanak, the Sikh 
Guru, for he is dead. The only living prophet and 
Guru is Jesus Christ.” Any gospel that puts Jesus 
in the same class with other religious leaders is no 
“__. He is the only Way, or he is not the Way 
at all. 

Brook .yn, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Real Pleasure.— 7heir rulers and elders and scribes 
were gathered together (v. 5). Something doing in 
Jerusalem! A couple of country men made it neces- 
sary to call the court together. Peter and John had 
been having the night of their lives. They had been 
in jail for the first time. Talk about fun! There is 
no joy in the world to compare with being put in jail 
for doing a good deed (Matt. 5 : 11, 12). hen I was 
a boy, sometimes (but not often) the teacher would 
punish the wrong boy—but it never half hurt! How 
many of you fellows have ever been punished for do- 
ing evil? All hands are up. How many for doing 
good? None? This is because you live in a Chris- 
tian land, and this fact that none of you has ever 
been punished for doing good is the best proof of it, 
Persecution prospers the persecuted. he police 
made the Salvation Army. When they stopped lock- 
ing Salvationists up for obstructing the streets it 
stopped growing sofast. The human race is built to 
climb. pposition develops ginger. 


The Big City.—Annas...Cataphas... John, and 
Alexander (v.6). The Big Four of Jerusalem. Repre- 
sented Jewish wealth and aristocracy. Probably all 
Sadducees.. They denied the resurrection of the dead 
and were particularly bitter against the new religion 
because it was founded entirely upon the resurrection 
(1 Cor. 15: 12-18). If this new religion should prevail 
they would be discredited. These were the men 
Rome permitted to run Jerusalem. And a remark- 
able thing is that the same little group of the same 
kind of men still run our Jerusalems—permitted b 
the real rulers, We, Us & Co. They are always Sad- 
ducees (2 Tim. 3: 5). Will some one please stand up 
and give me the name of a single city ‘‘ Boss" who 
is an earnest Christian man in thought, word, and 
deed? No, I don’t mean one in every city, but just 
one in the whole United States and Canada—just one. 
Just as —v the great and noble city in that 
year 30, Jet a little group of men who feared neither 
God, man, nor a hereafter, rule it, so do the modern 
cities in this year 1909, allow the same domineering, 
overbearing, self-seeking little group of Sadducees to 
runthem. The Big Four and their following fought 
Christianity and brought Jerusalem to its ruin, and 
the problem of the modern city makes many a thought- 
ful man tremble. 


The Power.—By. what power ..: have ye done 
this? (v. 7.) They meant by what magic or witch 


- nately. 
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craft. They knew, as all wise men know, that men 
can do nothing of themselves. All that men do, in- 
vent machines, paint masterpieces, write books, etc., 
they accomplish by a power outside of themselves. 
Where is the power in the automobile? No, not in 
the engine, but in the gasoline tank. Ages and ages 
ago, the gasoline was stored away for man. The 
engine is only an affair a like you. The 
engine may fail, the power never fails. The power 
is only liquid sunlight. Sunlight can’t fail. Man 
may break down and fail, never the power. Our 
power to keep accounts, to make steel, to build en- 

ines, to make discoveries, to raise crops, to build 
- uses all comes from something outside of us which 
is Divine. We do Godlike things every day. Turn- 
ing night into day by Fo ga J sunlight on street 
corners is one of them. God uses us in partnership 
(2 Cor.6:1). This mysterious thing inside of us 
called life, which is given to us, carries with it the 
right to the power. hat do you think we ought to 
call the man who refuses to get right with the power 
working through him? . 


The Doctor.—/u none other is there salvation 
v. 12). I hope you all know this verse by heart. 

housands of blinded people are trusting in a good 
many other things for salvation. As I write this note 
I am kept at home from my business fighting a 
threatening sore throat. I had two kinds of lozenges, 
a pound of horehound a a box of quinine pills, 
and a bottle of cosmoline, But the throat kept getting 
worse. Then I sent for my doctor, who has cured me 
many a time before. He has just been here. He 
was cross and said sharply, ‘* Throw that truck away. 
Take this, two teaspoonfuls every hour. If you don't 
you will have a good old dose of quinsy.” Now what 
would you think of me if I should be such a fool as 
not to take my good doctor’s medicine, and continue 
with the ‘‘truck”? Sin has gotten the human race 
into a bad scrape (Heb. 2: 2, 3). There is only one 
way out. All must take that way or suffer the con- 
sequences as surely as I will suffer the quinsy if I 
don’t take the doctor’s way. Why Christ had to die 
is a mystery. It is none of my business. I didn’t 
ask the doctor why he used two tumblers or what the 
stuff was he dropped in, or why I should take alter- 
I am taking them right along as he com- 
manded and expect to be well to-morrow. (To- 
morrow. I am all right and off to business. ) 


Like Him.— Zook knowledge ... they had been 
with Jesus (v.13). Thatcertainly must have been a 
surprised Sanhedrin. The courage and audacity of 
Peter was the courage and audacity of the Holy 
Spirit. The arraigned arraigns his accusers. You 
will note these Sadducees did not accuse of body 
stealing. Now would have been the time. This 
oratorical revelation of ‘‘unlearned and ignorant 
men”’ took their breath away. ‘They could only note 
one thing, ‘‘ they had been with Jesus.” And this is 
what a surprised world will note about you. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the best illustration used for each week's lesson. ‘The impor- 
tant conditions governing the acceptance of material, and the 
year’s lesson calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Is Long Life the Chief Thing ?—7hey spake the 
word of God with boldness (Golden Text). It is 
said that when Dr. Temple was Bishop of London 
he sent a young man to a position involving much 
hardship. The young man’s friends tried to dissuade 
him from accepting it, and he went to the Bishop and 
told him that he believed he would not live two years 
if he accepted the appointment. Dr. Temple listened, 
and replied somewhat in this way: ‘‘ But you and I 
do not mind a little thing like that, do we?”"— W. R. 
Clark, Newchurch, Manchester, Eng. From Dr. 
J. R. Miller. The prize for this week is awarded 
to this illustration. 


Not Yet Improved Upon.—And in none other ts 
there salvation (vy. 12). Lord Chesterfield, when at 
Brussels, was invited by Voltaire to sup with him at 
the house of an infidel lady. The conversation hap- 
pened to turn upon the affairsof England. ‘‘I think, 
my lord,” said Madame C——, ‘‘ that the Parliament 
of England consists of five or six hundred of the best 
informed and the most sensible men in the kingdom.” 
‘* True, madam, they are generally —e to be 
so.” ‘* What, then, can be the reason they tolerate 
so great an absurdity as the Christian religion?” 
‘*I suppose, madam,” replied his lordship, ‘‘it is 
because they have not been able to establish any- 
thing better in its stead. When they can, I do not 
doubt that in their wisdom they will readily adopt 
it."—Z7he Rev. W. Thorburn Claré, pee bn 
Va. From The Ram's Horn. 


One Watchword.—For neither is there any 
other name under heaven, that is given among men, 
wherein we must be saved (v. 1a. Standing oppo- 
site Fort William, a missionary heard the Mussul- 
mans and Chinamen, saying: ** There are very many 
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gates into Fort William. There is a hospital gate, 
a water gate, and others. Now, Sahib, it is just the 
same in regard to Heaven. Chinamen get in at one 
gate, Mussulmans in at another, and Hindovos in at 
another!” ‘' Yes,” the missionary said, ‘‘that is 
true; but there is a sentinel at every gate, and every 
sentinel has the same watchword, and you cannot 
get into it without that watchword,”—Jesus Christ 
and him crucified.—Mrs. B. G. Dowen, Norditon, 
diag. From The Sunday School Teacher. 


Near to Hear.— 7) “"y took knowledge of 
them, that they had been with Jesus (v, 13). It is 
related that one of his hearers once asked: ‘* How is 
it that Mr. Bramwell always has something that is 
new to tell us when he preaches?” ‘* Why,” said 
the person interrogated, ‘‘ you see Brother Bramwell 
lives so near the gates of Heaven that he hears a great 
— things that we don’t get near enough to hear 
anyt ing. about,”—Mrs. B. G. Dowen, Norbiton, 
Eng. From The Sunday School Chronicle. 


Doing Right Anyway.— Whether it is right in the 
sight of God (v.19). It was during the great an- 
thracite coal strike, of which Judge Gray, the chair- 
man of the Strike Commission, said afterward that 
it was ‘‘ more grave and threatening as a crisis than 
any since the Civil War,” that the President’s ad- 
visers gathered about his couch where he lay suffer- 
ing from a painful injury received in the Pittsfield 
smash-up. The people had not appealed to President 
Roosevelt in vain. His advisers told him that there 
was no other way to ~~ his; ‘* but,” they 
added, ‘‘it will kill you. either side will be satis- 
fied.” Mr. ‘Roosevelt set his teeth as the surgeon 
scraped the bone of his leg. ‘‘ Yes, | suppose it ends 
me,” he said, ‘‘ but it is right, and I will do it.” His- 
tory has justified Mr. Roosevelt that he was right.— 
The Rev. W. T. Dorward, Stelton, N. J. jacob 
A. Riis, in Christian Endeavor World. 


Do We Dodge It ?— And grant unto thy serv- 
ants to speak thy word with all boldness (v. 29). A 
Hindoo of rank was troubled in his conscience on the 
subject of a future state. He had heard of Chris- 
tians, and longed to converse with them about their 
religion, and to know who Christ was. So he visited 
England, the Christian’s land, supplied with intro- 
ductions to some leading people. Being asked to a 
great dinner, he turned to his neighbor in the course 
of conversation, and said: ‘‘Can you tell me some- 
thing about Christ, the founder of your religion?” 
‘* Hush,” replied his new acquaintance, ‘‘ we do not 
speak of such things at dinner-parties.” Subse- 
quently, he was invited to a large ball. Dancing 
with a young and fashionable lady, he took an -oppor- 
tunity of asking her who the founder of her religion, 
— Christ, was, And again he was warned that a 
all was no place tointroduce such subjects. Strange, 
thought the Hindoo, are these Christians in Eng- 
land. They will not speak of their religion, nor inform 
me about Christ, its founder.—W. #. Clark, New- 
church, Eng. 
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Lesson-Light on Social Problems 
By Charles. Stelzle 


Superintendent of the Presbyterian Department of 
Church and Labor 


HE fight for democracy has called forth devoted 
men in every age, who freely gave themselves 
to the cause of the common people. The social 

principles taught by Christ have stirred them to 
secure freedom for the masses, and the world has 
taken knowledge of them that they had been with 
Jesus. They could not but speak the things which 
they had seen and heard. 

It has long been said that ‘‘the voice of the people 
is the voice of God.” Newspapers have frequently 
adopted the motto ‘* Vox popul: vox Dei.” While 
they have not always expressed the will of the people, 
the people, in the main, have always expressed the 
will of . Theso-called upper classes have heard 
from the masses simply a roar of social discontent. 
If they would but have listened, they might have 
heard, like the prophet of old, ‘* the still small voice,” 
and mightier than the earthquake. 

The ideals and the aspirations of the common peo- 
ple have been higher and nobler than those of the 
upper classes. [n practically every great fight for 
reform, in every important battle for progress, the 
leisured class has been on the wrong side, excepting 
as here and there rare individuals have thrown in 
their lot with that of the people. The common people 
—the men of uncommon sense—to these the world 
owes a debt of gratitude. To suffer and to sacrifice 
has been their iportion. To carry the heavy burden 
and to blaze the way has been their privilege. 

It is significant that during the Christian era the 
course of events in reforms has been in the order 
which must always serve as a model for the better- 
ment of the people, nationally and individually: first 
religion, second politics, third industry; although, in 


(Mr. Stelzle’s reasons for believing that the church cannot, and need 
not, adopt Socialism, will be published in one or two extended articles 
in the near future in The Sunday School Times.—Tue Eprror.]} 
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an zepeeiaes sense, all three developed simultane- 
ously. 

For long years—aye, for centuries, the people 
fought for religious democracy—the right to live and 
to preach the truth as God gave it to them—and they 
won, Then for other long centuries they fought the 
battle for political freedom, and they conquered. To- 
day they are engaged in a struggle for an industrial 
democracy, and no human power can stop their on- 
ward march, 

Just what form this democracy will assume, no one 
dares prophesy. When any man begins to advocate 
a universal remedy, it is time to adjourn the meeting. 
Whatever the remedy may be, it must make provision 
for every man who desires freedom to express his 
best self. As in the religious democracy and in the 
political democracy, so in the industrial democracy, 
there must be found a variety of forms of organiza- 
tion, which will satisfy men of different temperaments. 


New York Ciry. 


Aunt Abby’s Home Department 


By Annie Trumbull Slosson 


Mrs. Slosson will alternate with Dr. Rebert J. Burdette 
in the conduct of this new lesson department for 
the members of the Home Department. 


EARY me! It’s only such a little while since 
their Master went away, and see what things 
have happened and are going on now. Maybe 

ou’ll wonder at what'l tell you my heart’s crammed 
ull of this minute; you won’t see what it’s got to 
do with the lesson, but it’s got a lot, tome. I’m say- 
ing over and over to myself how I wish we didn’t get 
so used to things. ’ 

**One of Aunt Abby’s puzzling sayings,” ou say, 
but it’s plain enough. e do—most all of us—get 
so used to the Bible and its accounts of things that 
we lose heaps of the real meaning. Why, when I 
saw the subject to-day was the trial of Peter and 
John I says to myself, Oh, I know all about that, 
their being laid hands on and put in hold and that 
speech beginning, Ye rulers of Israel. I learnt it by 
rote when I was a girl. But aspell after that I be- 
gan tothink, and I tell you it was a bran new story 
before I got through. 

Have you ever stopped to think about who these 
two men were? That’s a big part of it to me now. 
Peter was one of them. Peter, that well-meaning 
but scary fellow, bragging how much better he loved 
his Teacher than anybody else, but going back on 
him the first time he was tried; Peter, boasting he 
could walk on the water like his Lord, and then hol- 
lering out for help as soon as he begun; him that de- 
nied up and down and over and over the thing you 
and I sometimes wish from the bottom of our hearts 
we could remember being a part of, the being with 
him in the garden. 

Think of it; think of them words: in the garden. 
Gethsemane! Can you say that with your voice 
quite stiddy, and your eyes quite dry? 

Yes, Peter, what the children ’round here call a 
‘*’fraid-cat,’’ if there ever was one. But look at him 
now. Taking the lead, but dreadful modest and 
humble about it; curing the lame man, but only in 
the name of Jesus Christ, telling them that won- 
dered at it that no power of his own had made that 
cripple walk ; preaching boldly the divineness of his 
Master and charging them to their faces with put- 
ting him to death. Peter, with all the brag and 
conceit and boasting gone out of him, all the scari- 
ness about acknowledging and owning his Lord and 
Master wiped out of him. Another man, and yet the 
same dear, loving, warm-hearted fellow. See what 
the grace of God can do! 

I tell you, nobodycan give up in despair, however 
bad he’s been, when he thinks of that dreadful deny- 
ing and treachery,—for never mind what came later, 
that’s what it was,—and looks at what took its place. 

I have a notion that when the people laid hold on 
them, when they threatened them and commanded 
them to stop such talk and preaching, why, right off 
then a thought, a remembering, came to Peter, of a 
moving, tender look turned on him in a dreadful 
hour, and of a ‘‘ Lovest thou me?” asked three times 
over. And I just know his heart melted, and then 
grew big and strong as he see what he’d been 
praying for had come, and he’d been given another 
chance. He took it, didn’t he? 

The other man was John, the gentle, dear disciple, 
so close and near to Jesus, sometimes laying his 
head on his breast. He hadn’t seemed to boast or 
claim no great, but he loved. We wouldn’t have 
— from all we've read before that he was so 

readful brave or great, that he had such courage 
and strength. But love does give a sight of power, 
particular when the one you set most by is abused or 
threatened, don’t it ? 

So when Annas and Caiaphas—them very words 
themselves have a bad sound to me, as if the men 
were rightly named somehow—the same cruel rulers 
that had to do with putting to death that dear Lord 
and Master, when they come down on those two 
boys (I don’t know how old they was, but to me 
they’re always boys), why, they couldn't any more 
frighten them or shut their moutlis or stop their do- 
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ings than—anything. You see they’d had their les- 
son, had their great example before them, had their 
sorrow and loss, but their blessed hope, too; felt the 
touch upon their foreheads of the warm glow the 

romised Comforter had put there; believed, trusted, 
ow. And so, of course, nat’rally, as was to be ex- 
pected, they went stiddy on their way, and spoke the 
word of God with boldness. 


New York Ciry. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, give us the 
courage to speak out for thee. How bountifully thou hast 

ured into our lives the richness of opportunity unmeasured ! 
And how dull and timid we have been in our words and deeds 
when thou hast set before us the moment of opportunity to 
dare in thy name! Forgive our cowardice, dear Lord, elp 
us to be bold and instant in our service for thee, and forbid 
that we should deny thee by feeble assertions or laggard deeds. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A boy was knocking about in 
his school gymnasium one day, and his pocket Testa- 
ment fell to the floor. There was a derisive shout 
from the other fellows. He was a new boy in the 
school, and the boys hadn't become well acquainted 
with him. He picked up the book and put it back 
into his pocket, and went on with his play. His 
father, learning of the incident asked him: ‘ Are 
you going to keep on carrying the book just the same, 
even though the fellows make fun of you?” The 
boy looked up wide-eyed and astonished at the ques- 
tion: ‘*Of course I am!” he exclaimed vehemently. 
And that showed the right sort of courage, didn’t it? 

If anybody asks you if you are a Christian, what 
would you say? Yes ? hat’s good. Now have 

ou noticed that different people say ‘‘ yes” very dif- 
erently ? Some come out with a clean-cut, vigorous 
yes, spoken so that you can’t have any doubt about 
the thought back of the word. Others say a kind of 
sliding, easy, smooth ‘‘ y-e-e-s,” and you know when 

ou hear it that the thought back of ¢ha? ‘‘ yes” isa 
bit hazy and weak. The first has boldness, and the 
second hasn’t. Have you? Peter and John had. 
Without it they would have been r witnesses, in- 
deed, for the Lord and Master. hat is the Golden 
Text? Yes, they spoke with boldness—not afraid to 
speak out sturdily, squarely, for Jesus. 





WitH Botoness 











How will you speak for him—boldly ? 
that every one of us may ! 
PHILADELPHIA. 


God grant 
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Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


** All hail the power of Jesus’ name!"’ Psalm 2: 1-4 


***Tis for conquering kings to gain."’ (2:1-4. 3: 1-4.) 
**In the hour of trial.’’ Psalm 11g : 31-36. 

“O for a thousand tongues to sing."’ {r73 ¢ 31-36. 246 : 1-6.) 
: , , ra salm 118 : 15-20. 

** Alleluia! sing to Jesus ! (171 : 11-14. 240 : 1-4.) 
**Come, O Creator Spirit blest.”’ Psalm 62 : 1-8. 

‘*So let our lips and lives express."’ (81: 1-4. 122 : 1-4.) 


“*I lay my sins on Jesus."’ Psalm 56 : 1-3, 7-9. 
‘How ‘sweet the name of Jesus (74: 1-3, 7-9. I1I5 : 1-3, 
sounds."’ < 7 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


Monday.—Acts 4 : 1-12 } 
Tuesday.—Acts 4 : 13-31 

Wednesday.—Luke 21 :5-15 ... 
Thursday.—Dan. 3:8-18...... 
Friday.—1 Cor. 3:1-1r. ..... 
Saturday.—Matt. 21 : 33-44 
Sunday.—2 Tim. 1 : 1-12 


. . The trial of Peter and John 


Persecution foretold 
- .. » . God's heroes 
. . The only foundation 
The rejected stone 
ot ashamed 


|Graded Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ITTLE Charlie used to be so afraid of the dark, 

if left alone, that his heart seemed full of fear 

and he cried. At Sunday-school he learned a 
little song which really helped him to be brave: 


** When I’m dreaming in the dark, 
When I lie awake and hark, 
God sees, God sees. 


Even when he didn’t sing it out loud, that song was 
a real helper to him. 

Even the disciples of Jesus used to be afraid, before 
their Helper came. One gen long ago, they were 








with Jesus in a garden near Jerusalem. It was very 
late. Some soldiers, followed by people carrying lan- 
terns and torches, came to this garden with Judas, to 
arrest Jesus for preaching and teaching. Jesus was 
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very brave, but the hearts of the disciples became so 
filled with fear that they acted like cowards. They 
all ran away, and left Jesus alone with his enemies. 

But they didn’t act that way always. We learned 
that the Holy Spirit came to be their Helper, and 
after that they were as brave as could be. This book 
of Acts tells us how much this Helper did for them, 
for they got into trouble a many times because 
of their preaching and teaching and healing. 

That very evening, after they had healed the lame 
man, in the name of Jesus, they were arrested and 
put in prison over night. Think of the difference in 
the lame man! He used to sit by the Beautiful gate, 
begging. Don’t you think that his heart was often 
filled with sadness? After Peter said, ‘‘In the name 
of Jesus, rise and walk,” such gladness filled his heart 
that it made him jump and walk and run, and 
enter the temple with Peter and John to praise God. 
When the crowd gathered, what did Peter tell them ? 
(Repeat the Golden Text). 

Because such a crowd gathered in the temple porch, 
the priests and police captain of the temple hurried 
to the place to see what was the matter. They got 
there just in time to hear Peter’s story about Jesus. 
They didn’t believe all that he said, so arrested him 
and John. Even in prison their hearts were filled 
with happiness, because five thousand had believed 
and their church was growing. 

Next morning, when the chief officers had gath- 
ered, they brought Peter and eg from the prison 
for trial. They asked, ‘‘ By what power or name did 
you heal the lame man?” (Show the Fag -etiny 

Peter's heart was so filled with the Holy Spirit that 
he wasn’t a bit afraid, but was glad of a chance to 
tell the story of Jesus again to all those great, rich 
men. (Repeat it, as in two previous lessons. ) 


Jesus lived on this earth, etc. 


He closed by saying, ‘‘ There is none other name 
under heaven, given among men, whereby we must 
be saved.” Sing, ‘‘ There is no name so dear‘on 
earth.” (See the last lesson.) 

The rulers were astonished to see how bold and 
brave these two workingmen, these fishermen, could 
be. They knew that they had been with Jesus. The 
lame man stood beside them, strong and well, so they 
could not deny it. They ordered Peter and John to 
leave the room while they talked. They really wanted 
to punish them, but didn’t dare because the news had 
spread among so many people. They called them 
back, and warned them not to speak or teach at all 
in the name of Jesus, Peter and John wouldn't prom- 
ise, but said, ‘‘ We must tell what we have seen and 
heard.” They threatened them again, and let them 
go; so Peter and John went-as fast as they could to 
tell the other disciples all that had happened. 

They had a prayer-meeting, and asked God not to 
let them be afraid, but to make them bold and brave 
to speak about Jesus, no matter what happened. 
They asked it all in the name of Jesus, and that he 
would help them to do more wonderful things. God 
heard and answered. Possibly somebody can sing 
the old song, ‘‘ Never be afraid to speak for Jesus.” 

For Home-Work.—F¥rom a folded paper cut or tear 
aheart. Write on one side ‘‘ Not afraid,” and on the 
other ‘‘ Filled with the Holy Spirit.” Or, draw a prison 
wall. Write ‘‘ Peter and John... not afraid,” etc. 

Peoria, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER : ‘ Teach the old truth over and over 
patiently, but if you want it to interest, let it 
wear a new garment.” 

We opened our Bibles the first thing to-day. I let 
the class imagine itself a part of the Sanhedrin, then 
chose two of the girls to read the words of Peter and 
John, and others to read the conversation among the 
members of the council. I gave them two or three 
moments to look through the chapter and find the 

arts. We then spent a few moments describing the 

anhedrin,—it consisted of president and seventy 
members, requirements of members, time of meetings, 
etc. (This learned last week, you remember.) 

Who were present on the day of our lesson? Acts 


4:5-6. Tell us about Annas and Caiaphas, Eliza- 
beth. About some of the duties of high priest, 
Bertha. Alittleaboutthe scribes, Florence. (These 


topics assigned last week.) 
hen the council met, where were Peter and John ? 
(Acts 4: 1-4.) Tell us about the Sadducees, Jessie 
assigned). Why should they imprison Peter and 
fone for healing alame man? (Assigned to class.) 
And now the prisoners were brought in before the 
Sanhedrin. Well might they have been afraid in the 
presence of so many of their rulers, priests, lawyers, 
scribes, and wisest men! But what happened? The 
girls then began to read, using only the exact words 
of the speakers. For example, one member of the 
council read v. 7, ‘* By what power, or in what name, 
have ye done this thing?” he girl taking Peter's 
part answered, beginning with verse 8, ‘‘ Ye rulers of 
the people,” etc., and concluding with verse 12. I 
read the explanatory verses 13-15. Another ‘‘mem- 
ber of the council” continued verses 16,17. I askeda 
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girl to read 18; then let ‘*‘ John” answer in verses 19 
and 20. Another girl r 21,22. The girls enjoyed 
this way of reading, and the words seemed tc make 
an impression, closed this part of the lesson by 
telling briefly in my own words verses 23-31. 

I told the girls that I admired, more than I could 
possibly say, the heroism of these twomen. They 
were not afraid of the people, the rulers or anything 
they could do, even imprisonment or death. They 
were afraid of just one thing. What was it? One 

irl said, ‘‘of not obeying ,” another ‘‘of sin.” 

tried to make them feel the splendid power of any 
one afraid of nothing but sin, giving an illustration 
from the life of a girl missionary during the bubonic 
plague in India. [used the story of the empress who 
toid one of her officials to tell Bishop Chrysostom that 
if he did not stop erage against the evils of the 
court she would take his office away, imprison him or 
perhaps kill him. The officials answer, ‘‘ Your com- 
mand shall be obeyed, but what will it mean to a 
man who fears absolutely nothing but sin!” Re- 
ferred to Judge Lindsey’s fearlessness and recent 
victory. hey are to hear him soon and are inter- _ 
ested. 

Christ needs more now than ever before,—wtnesses 
afraid of nothing but sin. I am looking at ten possi- 
ble ones here to-day. What it will mean if every 
one of my girls this week is a true, courageous wit- 
ness, afraid of nothing but sin! Don’t let one fail, 
will you ? 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 


I assigned the lesson just taught to be written in 
the note-books, under the title ‘‘ Witnessess before 
the Sanhedrin,”and asked if I might see the nute-books 
at the class social Tuesday. 

Gave out plain white cards 6 by 5 inches. On these 
were written the next lesson reference, Acts 4: 32 to 
5:11, and one of the.three following questions. I 
asked them to write the answer, but sign no-name. 

1. Which was worse, Ananias’ sin or Sapphira’s ? 
Why? 2. What do you think about lies that are half- 
true? 3. Why is lying such a wicked thing ? 

FITCHBURG, Mass. 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


Si boys were interested in my suggestion that 
the lesson was to be about a trial, and we 
searched out (a) prisoners, (b) judges, (c) wit- 
nesses, (d) the charge, (e) the defense, (f) the ver- 
dict. This gave us a good general view of thelesson. 
What was Peter’s source of power? Filled with 
the Holy Spirit. What is the keyword of this book? 
Witnessing. Watch Peter. Only a little while be- 
fore this he had denied Christ when he was charged 
by a girl with being Christ’s follower. Now—to be 
arrested gives him a good chance to preach a sermon; 
and he fearlessly charges ‘‘whom ye crucified.” 
There's a big difference between Peter.on the night 
before the crucifixion and Peter a prisoner, charging 
his hearers with being the murderers of Jesus. Well, 
the difference is—power. 

But the verse that interests me most is the thir- 
teenth. Do you want a recommendation of Peter and 
John ? Well, here it is; they conducted themselves 
in a we, that reflected Jesus. Youcan’t say anything 
better about a fellow than that—that he shows that 
he’s been with Jesus. 

Did you ever go to a cemetery? You will find 
in some cemeteries a good many stones which bear 
eta, rar 00 of testimony to the life of the man whose 
body lies beneath. Do you know, if I had the choice 
of an inscription for my tombstone I wouldn’t ask for 
anything finer than this: ‘‘ He showed that he had 
been with Jesus.” 

And in my lifetime I want no higher commendation 
than that. Jesus was a perfect man; to reflect his 
life my life must be much like his. What higher 
praise could a fellow have than that? We praise a 
man for being honest, brave, tender, kind, just, 
thoughtful— but a man whose life reflects the life of 
Jesus is all of these and more. No, a fellow can’t 
ask for any higher tribute than that—that his life 
shows forth the life of Jesus. 

Fellows, some  B haven’t acknowledged him 
as your Saviour. on’t you? Let him come into 
your life; let him be your great Leader, your friend, 
your companion; let him live in your life till folks 
who get acquainted with you will say: ‘‘ He’s been 
with Jesus,” That's a life worth while! 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 


We will have a few minutes’ discussion next week 
on the question, Is a lie ever justifiable? Think 
of all the cases you can, and be prepared to dis- 
cuss it. 

1. What did the apostles give witness to? 2. How 
did they arrange that no one should be in need? 
3. What did Ananias and Sapphira do with their 
money received from the sale? 4. What did Peter 
charge them with doing? 5. What happened to 
Ananias and his wife? 6. How did this occurrence 
affect those who witnessed it ? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Apostles Forbidden to Continue Preaching. 
Their Constancy 


I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Acts 4 : I-31). 
{For each member of the Bible class.] 


ETER'S stirring appeal of chapter 3 must have 
p made a profound impression upon the multitude 
which heard him, for it interpreted a situation 
that was disturbingevery mind. But it awakened an- 
other sort of feeling in the mind of the temple author- 
ities, who broke in upon the speaking and arrested 
the apostles. It was their right to do this, because 
they had full control of the temple. 

These temple rulers were priests of course, but 
they were also prevailingly Sadducean in their atti- 
tude of mind. They probably objected on general 
principles to the freedom with which the apostles, 
men recognized or licensed by no official body in 

udaism, entered the temple and taught the people. 

t seemed to them like anintrusion. But they ob- 
jected yet more forcibly because they gathered that 
these men were publicly declaring that Jesus of Naz- 
areth, whom they had helped to condemn to the 
cross, had risen from the dead, and was therefore 
the true Messiah. The consequences of such preach- 
ing they could readily forecast. The people would 
be stirred to enthusiasm, an uprising would follow, 
and then areckoning. They felt that the preaching 
must be stopped at once, hen we read that about 
five thousand men were already identified with the 
movement we realize the anxiety of the rulers. 

The council which assembled on the next day was 
impressive. It was composed of many of the most 
eminent and powerful leaders of Judaism. Before 
those men few of their countrymen could stand. 
This was, indeed, an hour when the apostles would 
have asked for that teaching by the Spirit which had 
been promised them (Luke 12:11, 12). The narra- 
tive shows that they received the coveted power. 
Peter declared in the clearest fashion that the man 
had been healed through the power of Jesus, the 
Messiah, the corner-stone of the spiritual temple of 
God, and that salvation, to which the nation was 
looking, would come only through him. 

The frank effectiveness of the apostles made a 
deep impression upon the council. They could not 
gainsay their position or deny the facts, So as prac- 
tical men they forbade them to continue preaching, 
lest a popular uprising should occur. The reply of 
the apostles has a ring like that of Luther at. Worms: 
**T cannot otherwise; God help me.” ‘Their noble 
words must have inspired many a glorious martyr- 
dom. 

When released, the apostles joined with their spe- 
cial circle in a prayer which reveals their resolute 
a pin They appealed to God as the supreme Ruler 
of the universe, in these days of the fulfilment of the 
prophecies of persecution, to give them strength to 
stand up to their work. The answer gave them 
fresh courage and renewed zeal. 

Thus a great step in advance had been taken. 
They had refused to obey the supreme council, which 
assumed to be the active conscience for Judaism, be- 
cause its voice was not the voice of God. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, 





Those who are interested in the practical possibilities 
of Bible class work at its best should send four cents in 
stamps to The Sunday School Times Company for an 
entirely new pamphlet on the subject, suggesting the 
methods of successful work, and giving also a brief list 
of valuable books beesieg on the 1909 lessons in the Acts 
and Epistles, from which any class or leader can select a 
few that would be of great benefit for collateral readin 
during the year’s study. The use of this leaflet shoul 
give your class a new lease of life. 











In order to realize the boldness of the apostles read 
the articles entitled ‘‘Sanhedrin” and *‘ Peter’”’ in a 
Bible dictionary. For a clear outline see Stifler’s 
‘** Introduction to Acts” (pp. 36-42). 


III, SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON, 

[This section aims to outline, in a form suitable for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. It is intended to afford hints 
for a variety of treatments rather than one unvarying method.] 

The striking fact of this lesson is the power which 
was given the apostles to declare the truth and main- 
tain it. 

The Arrest of the Apostles. By whom were they 
arrested? By what right was this done ? 

The Motives of the Rulers. What two motives 
are alleged in the narrative? What additional 
reason was probably active ? 

The Seriousness of the Situation. Were five 
thousand converts to be feared? How many men 
does it take to begin a revolution ? 

The Accused. How does the narrative describe 
the two prisoners ? 

Their Position. What did Peter affirm regarding 
the Deatng, and what regarding their future preach- 
ing 

The Prayer. For what in particular did the apos- 
tolic body pray ? 

The Secret of Such Courage. Has their stand 
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never been equaled ?, How can it be explained? Is 
it ever paralleled to-day ? 


IV. For Home Stupy on Next WEEK’s LEsson. 

(For assignment in advance, by the teacher, to members of the class.) 
1. What unique spirit pervaded the Christian com- 

munity? 2. What erga examples were given of 

brotherliness? 3. What was the real sin of Ana- 

nias and Sapphira? 4. Who dealt with them? 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS, 





With the New Books 





The books announced here, and any others, 

may be secured from The Sunday School 

Times Company at the retail prices, postage 
free, unless otherwise stated (as net). 


The Analyzed Bible.—Two additional volumes in 
the popular series under the title The Analyzed Bible, 
by Eampbell Morgan, have been issued. The work 
is now complete in three volumes, the first containing 
Genesis to Esther; the second, Job to Malachi; and 
the third, Matthew to Revelation. The first volume 
was noticed in The Sunday School Times of August 
15, 1908. (Zhe Analyzed Bible. By G. Campbell 
Morgan. 3 volumes. Revell. $1, net, each.) 


Jacob and Esau.—The lives of Jacob and Esau, as 
presented in the middle chapters of Genesis, are 
treated by Dr. Griffith Thomas in the form of topical 
expository lectures. The book omits all controverted 
questions, and makes no attempt at chronological 
consistency or historical completeness; and it ad- 
mirably illustrates the principle that this is, for some 
purposes, the very best way of dealing with the Bible 
narratives. For the spiritual and ethical lessons are 
strongly brought out, and these are to a large extent 
independent of critical matters. The quality of the 
work is unequal in the different parts, the best work 
being noticeably that on the passages that have been 
used as Sunday-school lessons in the International 
series, For example, on page Ig the author displays 
clear insight of the important fact that God gave 
Jacob no possession of the birthright till he had re- 
nounced his evil bargain and acknowledged Esau as 
lord, nor until Esau had abandoned it (Gen. 32: 4 ff. ; 
36:6). This is in strong contrast with his inter- 
pretation (pp. 94-129) of the account of Jacob’s act of 
renunciation, and of the finely tactful details by which 
Jacob made it successful, which Dr. Thomas inter- 
prets as a series of actions exhibiting spiritual degen- 
eracy on the part of Jacob. As a whole the book is 
illuminating and helpful. The volume is one of a 
series. (Ad Devotional Commentary: Genesis 25 : 11 
to 36:8. By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D. D. 
London: The Religious Tract Society. 2 shillings.) 


Modern Prophecy Taught by a Modern Prophet. 
—To say that Dr. Herrick Johnson has now given us 
the most notable contribution to the literature of 
pulpit-preparation since Phillips Brooks and John A. 
Broadus, with merits not shared by even these, is a 
strong statement, but justified. The distinguished 
author, for fifteen years pastor, for thirty-one years 
seminary professor, has the vision and utterance of a 
seer. With many othér notable excellences, in all his 
work,spoken or written, the outstanding characteristic 
is force. Dr. Johnsonis pastmaster in the use of prongs 
and prods. On student, hearer, reader, he pounces 
with bumps, thumps, and electric shocks. A former 
pupil says of him, ‘‘ There was heart and fire in his 
classroom work. There was no resisting the eye and 
voice of the man.” The reader feels this. Every 
chapter, each paragraph, almost every line, is whet- 
ted to razor-edge. hen he speaks of ‘‘the name- 
less and potent power of personality,” the author 
unconsciously draws his own portrait. When he adds 
that ‘‘ The truth cannot be preached save in and 
through personality,” he offers us the essence of 
Brooks’ epoch-making Yale lectures—boiled down, as 
is everything in this portly volume. Doctrinal 
tencies and specific aims are acutely defined. he 
book is redolent of feryent piety, betrays a wide ap- 
preciation of values;“covers its looms field and makes 
every corner of s€ bloom, and titly transmits to the 

ure a reflex of the unique power of 

ate preacher, teacher, and ecclesiastical 

. (The Ideal Ministry. By Herrick John- 

-D. Revell. $1.75, net; postage, 18 cents.) 


The Tragedy of Korea.—Korea presents to-day at 
once the most hopeful and the saddest outlook that 
any country of the East offers us. The most hopeful 
is found in that wonderful welcome of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ by its people, in such numbers and at so 
many points that the staff of missionaries on the spot 
are fairly worn out with the demands upon tieir time 
and strength. The saddest is found in the humilia- 
tion of this ancient kingdom under an alien rule, 
whose methods must be pronounced heartless and 
brutal even by those who have felt most warmly 
toward Japan. It is upon this painful side of the 
Korean situation that F. A. McKenzie writes, from 
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close personal observation. He is an English jour. 
nalist, with a strong prejudice in favor of Japan at 
the outset, a great personal admiration for Prince Ito, 
who is carrying out the Japanese policy, and an un- 
shaken faith in the services of the Island Empire to 
the world’s civilization. But after a prolonged resi. 
dence at Seoul, and a visit at the peril of his life to 
the scene of the Korean insurrection, he pronounces 
in very strong terms against the treatment that the 
people of Korea and their rightfulrulers are enduring 
at the hands of the foreign rulers. He strongly 
blames our own country for our failure to alleviate 
the situation by enforcing the obligations of our 
treaties with Koreaand Japan. He speaks, as do all 
observers, with mingled admiration for the Korean 
character and amusement at their lack of practical 
capacity. He believes they have a great future as 
an independent country, for he declines to believe in 
their permanent subjection to Japan. ‘The pictures 
in the book are very good, and those from the seat of 
the insurrection show with what ruthlessness Japan 
is making her ‘‘ strong hand”’ felt in the ruin of cities 
and villages. (Zhe /ragedy of Korea. By F. A. 
McKenzie. Dutton. $2, net; postage, 12 cents.) 


Workers’ Questions Answered 





Ask Marion Lawrance ! 


The General Secretary of the International Sunday-school Associa- 
tion will answer questions on Sunday-school matters—mof biblical 
questions—that are of  sgeer interest. If not answered here, they will 
be replied to personally. Address “‘ Marion Lawrance’s cieaet on 
Box,” The Sunday Sehool Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa, 


PENNSYLVANIA.—I heard not long ago of a Sunday-school 
that aimed to be an International Sunday-school from top 
to bottom, because they did everything the International Asso- 
ciation recommended. What work should such a school do 
in order that this claim may be assured? In other words, how 
can a Sunday-school join the International Association and 
become an International school ?—T. 

There is no such thing as joining the International 
Sunday School Association, nor is there any such a 
thing as an International Sunday-school. 

But the International Association has from time to 
time made certain declarations in regard to various’ 
features of the work, as, for example, What shall 
constitute a recognized course of teacher-training? 
How may a class be organized so as to receive the 
International certificate?) Desirable names of the 
various departments have also been suggested. 

The Association undertakés to exert no authority 
whatever over a Sunday-school anywhere. The 
school which uses the International Lesson system, 
which complies with the suggestions of the Inter- 
national Association as to the names of the depart- 
ments, and which has a teacher-training department, 
and organized classes, may claim to be an Interna- 
tional school, if it likes, but there are no rights or 
prerogatives given to it to the disadvantage of schools 
that have none of these things. 

It may be wise to enumerate those things for which 
the International Association stands in the local 
Sunday-school, not that they have been definitely 
mentioned as requirements, but that they have at 
one time and another been recognized in our work as 
desirable. Neither does it follow that all of the 
things suggested below should be carried out in 
every Sunday-school, or possibly in any Sunday- 
school. 

1. The Sunday-school should be graded. This in- 
cludes regular promotions from one department to 
another. 

2. The departments considered essential in a 
school with a sufficient membership to allow of it are 
Cradle Roll, Beginners, Primary, Junior, Intermedi- 
ate, Adult, Home, Teacher-Training. 

3. Teacher-training should be systematically car- 
ried on, especially during the winter months, 

4. Systematic missionary teaching. 

5. Organized adult classes. 

6. Systematic temperance teaching. 

7. A weekly teachers’ meeting for the study of the 
lesson. 

8. Supplemental work in all departments up to and 
including the intermediate. 

g. Branch of the International Bible Reading As- 
sociation, 

1o. Co-operation, financially and otherwise, with 
the organized interdenominational Sunday-school 
work, 

Of course any school that aims to be up-to-date 
should manage its affairs and conduct its sessions in 
a business-like way ; keep complete, accurate rec- 
ords ; observe the usual Christian festivals ot the 
year ; look after the social development of its Sun- 
day-school life ; maintain a library for the workers, 
and another one for the scholars, unless the latter are 
supplied with first-class Sunday-school papers ; seek 
to have separate rooms for the beginners’, primary, 
and junior departments, and class-rooms for the rest 
of the school ; require home study on the part of the 
scholars ; be well supplied with blackboards, maps, 
charts, and the like. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 31 (Acts 4: 1-31) 








Sunday, January 31, 1909. 


Heroes of Missions in India, 
(Psa. 96 : 1-13). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—The first missionaries (Acts 8 : 1-8). 

Turs.—A child heroine (2 Kings 5 : 1-5,14). 

WED.—Power behind missionaries (Exod. 
3 : I-10). 

THURS.—The great call (Isa. 6 : 1-8). 

FRI.—An old-time hero (Dan. tr : 8-17). 

Savt.—Paul, the hero (2 Cor. 10 : 12-18 ; 
II : 21-33). 











What kind of life makes a man great? 
Should every man be a missionary ? 


Draw lessons of endurance, faith, and hope 
from the lives of India’s missionaries. 


ILLIAM CAREY went to India in 
1793 and died in India in 1834, 
having worked without a vacation or 

a return to the home land. He grew up in 
overty and learned the trade of a cobbler, 
by which he supported himself at the same 
time that he went about preaching. From 
early years the great idea of foreign missions 
held possession of his mind, and he lost no 
opportunity to urge the idea upon others, 
On May 30th, 1792, he preached his great 
missionary sermon before the Ministers’ 
Association at Nottingham on Isa. 54: 2; 3, 
with the theme, ‘* Expect great things from 
God, attempt great things for God.’’ In 
consequence of his efforts the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society was formed at Kettering on 
Oct. 2, 1792, and Carey went out as its mis- 
sionary. 
% 


He denied that he had any genius. 
‘*Eustace,’? he once said to his nephew, 
‘*if after my removal any one should think it 
worth his while to write of my life, I will 
give you a criterion by which you may judge 
of its correctness, If he give me credit for 
being a plodder, he will describe me justly. 
Anything beyond this will be too much. I 
can plod. I can persevere in any definite 
pursuit. To this I owe everything.’’ He 
may not have been a genius, but he had a 
genius for plodding. He learned language 
after language, made dictionaries, established 
a press and a college, agitated for the reform 
of abuses, antagonized slavery, made provi- 
sion for the care of lepers, supported him- 
self, and paid thousands of pounds into the 
Mission treasury, preached the gospel, be- 
came one of the greatest citizens of India, 
and died as humble-minded as he had lived. 
He directed that these words should be cut 
upon his gravestone : 

% 
*‘ William Carey, born August 17, 1761, died 
June 9, 1834. 

A wretched, poor and helpless worm, 

On thy kind arms I fall."’ 

In 1830 Alexander Duff, a favorite student 
of Thomas Chalmers at Aberdeen, a young 
Scotchman of great intellectual and moral 
power, went out to India at the age of 
twenty-four, Near the end of Carey’s life 
Duff went to seehim, He knelt and prayed, 
and then as he was leaving the room, he 
heard a feeble voice pronouncing his name, 
and stepping back he heard the old man say- 
ing, ‘‘Mr. Duff, you have been speaking 
about Dr. Carey, Dr. Carey; when I am 
gone say nothing about Dr. Carey,—speak 
about Dr. Carey’s Saviour.’’ The young 
Scotchman served that Saviour with the 
same fidelity with which Carey had served 
him, 

% 


He began at once the school which he 
had come to India to establish. His plan 
was to overthrow ignorance by knowledge, 
and to drive out darkness with light. He 
‘was all energy and intensity. ‘‘I cannot 
say he walked into the classroom,”’ said one 
of his pupils of his first sight of Duff, ‘* he 
rushed into it, his movements in those days 
being exceedingly rapid. He was dressed 
all in black and wore a beard. He scarcely 
stood still for a single second, but kept his 
feet and hands moving incessantly, like a 
horse of high mettle. He had his white 
pocket handkerchief in his hand, which he 





was every now and and then tying round his 
arm, and twisting into a thousand shapes. 
He seemed to me a living personation of 
perpetual motion,’’ That was what he was 
all his life. * 


In 1834 he returned on account of ill-health 
to Scotland, and by his first public address 
swept the General Assembly into a new at- 
titude toward Foreign Missions. He went 
up and down the church kindling new fires, 
and then returned to India in 1839. In 
1863, when he was 57, he realized that his 
duty to his cause required that he should re- 
turn to Scotland to live and work, but even 
then it was his health that determined his 
going. For fourteen years he worked there 
with the same almost superhuman energy 
with which he had wrought in India, and 
then died, and the whole of Edinburgh shared 
in his funeral. His principle in India was 
that nothing could stand against truth and 
love, and that any man who knew the truth 
and who would present it in love would 
prevail against all that opposed. The issue 
justified his conviction, 





Children at Home 











Mice and Missionaries 
By Emma C. Dowd 


ANTON, Wilfred, and Stanley walked 
home from Sunday-school talking 
earnestly. The superintendent had 

been telling the children about the mission- 
aries, and how much they needed money. 

‘* T have sixty cents,’’ said Manton, ‘‘ and 
I’m going to give it all.’’ 

‘* They can have my quarter,’’ decided 
Wilfred. ‘‘ Are you going to send them 
yours, Stanley?’’ 

**1 will give ten cents of it,’’ the little boy 
answered. ‘‘I want to buy a pair of white 
mice with the rest.’’ 

‘*] should think the missionaries needed 
it more than you need the mice,’’ argued 
Manton. 

** No, I want the mice,’’ insisted Stanley, 

The next day he had them, and the other 
boys went to see them, and looked at them 
rather longingly. They were so white and 
sleek and had such cunning ways. The 
boys let Stanley know, however, that they 
thought him a little selfish in not sending all 
of his money to the missionaries. 

Stanley was a quiet boy, never talking 
about his plans as much as his friends did. 
So now he did not try to defend himself. He 
only said, ‘‘ Papa and mama are willing I 
should have the mice.’? So he built them a 
snug house on the upper piazza, a house with 
two rooms in it, and a big yard for them to 
run and play in, all enclosed in wire netting. 
Of course, papa helped him with the house ; 
but he did much of the work himself, giving 
up many of his play hours to the task. 

When the day came to give the missionary 
money, he put his ten cents in the box along 
with the larger donations of Wilfred and 
Manton. His two friends felt and showed 
their importance in giving more than he; 
but he did not mind it, and looked quite as 
happy as they. 

In the course of a year a good many baby 
mice came to make lively the little piazza 
home, and as soon as they were old 
enough Stanley sold them for fifteen cents a 
pair. He found plenty of purchasers, for 
they are pretty pets, and the boys and girls 
of Rockboro were glad'to but them at so 
moderate a price. 

When the next yearly missionary offering 
was made, Manton and Wilfred had each of 
them only a dime to give ; but Stanley’s do- 
nation was one dollar and thirty-five cents— 
all from the sale of his white mice. 


MERIDEN, Conn. 
& 
Adult Class Conferences 


Pennsylvania, at Philadelphia . January 17-20 
Ontario, at Toronto. . .. . . January 28, 29 
Kentucky, at Louisville. . . ebruary 10-12 
Alabama, at Birmingham . . February 14, 15 
Tennessee, at Nashville . . . February 16, 17 
Missouri, at St. Louis . . . . February 18, 19 
Iowa, at Des Moines . . . . February 25, 26 


Nebraska, at Lincoln; ...... March 2-7 
Colorado, at Denver... .. . . March 4-7 
Minnesota, at Minneapolis and 

St Peal... + « « « March 9-12 


Kansas, at Kansas City. . . 


. « March 16, 17 
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soda crackers ever baked? 


x What makes them the only 
. choice of millions? 


What makes them the best | 


as the National _ Biscuit? 


\\ National-Biscuit-Goodness— 
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Moisture Proof 
Packages 


NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY 
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AGENTS o"sei Gtk Tine 
New encLaAND BLANKETS 


‘warm blankets 








my Ay + yr AGRETS. 

B. THOMAS MFG, CO., 408 Barney Block, Dayton, Ohio 
OVERNMENT POSITIONS 
ST genta ere naa 


Civil Sergics ha 


about all governmen 
cently used by the Civil Service 


COLUMBIAN CORRESP, COLLEGE, WASHINGTON, D.C. 


MEN 


“g Railway Mail Clerks, Customs 

i Clerks, Clerks at Washington. 
i! Spring Examinations. 

ny idates red free. Write 


for schedule. Franklin Insti- 
tute, Dept. B 84, Rochester, N. Y. 


VETERINARY COURSE AT HOME. 


$1 200 year and upwards can be made taking our Veter> 

ay Course at home during spare time; taught 
im simplest English; Diploma g positi btained 
for successful students; cost within reach of all; satisfac- 
tion teed, particulars free. Gntare Veterin- 
ary Correspond School, London, Can. 


UROPE—BHSY MAN’S TOUR, ONLY $175. 

Other tours, long and short, at 
most moderate rates. Apply at once. The 
Temple Tours, 8—C. Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 










Ymnrencentt Slay § 800° 


























GRAoUATE COURSES AT HOME. Write Pres. 
C. J. Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 








Golden Jubilee 
Standard Schools 
Will Please Report 


The publishers will be glad to have 
prompt notice from any and every Sun- 
day-school in which all the teachers 
and officers are taking The Sunday 
School Times. A picture (suitable for 
framing to hang in the school) of Robert 
Raikes’ two earliest Sunday-schools in 
Gloucester, England—the boys’ school 
and the girls’ school—will be sent free 
as a Go Jubilee ition of the 
use of The Sunday School Times by all 
the teachers and officers in a school. 

If you have already reported for your 
school, the fact is on record in our office. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 

















Classified Advertising 
Financial 


§® Registered Gold Bonds, security 400% New York 
I 








Real Estate; interest semi-annually guaranteed ,; 

oo and up; $3,000,000 assets ; highest bank refer— 

ences. Write to-day for Booklet 5. S. New York 
Realty Owners, Suite 500, 489 Fifth Ave., N. Y. C. 


For Bible Students 


ADDRESS ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
MEMORY. Mailed free to introduce educational 
works. Mention this paper for leaflets on Memorizing 
Scripture. Memory Library, 14 Park Place, New York. 


Agents Wanted 


AGENTS make $103.50 per month selling wonderful 
self-sharpening patented scissors a: cutlery. 
V.C. Giebner sold 22 pairs in 3 hours; made $13; you 














| can do it. We show you how. Free outfit. Thomas 


Manufacturing Co., 84 Home Building, Dayton, Ohio, 
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For the Teacher 
Who isn’t Content to 
*Just Get Along Somehow” 


there is more than a study of the lesson-text itself. For 
the interpretation of the text, the ability to see its truths, 
to get its facts into right relations with the life of the 
class, is a matter of character, outlook, vision in things of 


the Kingdom. 


The Sunday School Times intends to be 


of service in all this, and it is built for the teacher who 
wants to climb a little higher than last year for a wider out- 


look on life. 


Some of the helps by the way are noted here, 


and they will appear from week to week in the paper itself. 


Neighbors Needed 
*is the telling of ways to help the 
very needy, by a man who gives his 
life to that work : Jacob A. Riis 
2 


“Almost Incorrigible ” 
is the pathetic phrase in a mother’s 
letter about her boy ; and that letter, 
with another, will be answered by 
a physician who knows boys, and 


wins them : Dr. Lilburn Merrill 
a 
Sketches of Heroic Girlhood 


will tell of downright heroism of the 
sort that is none the less inspiring 
because unheralded,—from the pen 
of a woman who has seen it in the 
lives of girls she has known : 


Mrs. Margaret E. Sangster 
a 


The Bugaboo of Heredity 


—#s it a bugaboo, or a real problem? 
This immensely practical question 
will be discussed by one who has at- 
tained wide recognition as a foremost 
writer on scientific child-study and 


education : - Patt Du Bois 


White Man’s Work in 
Black Man’s Land 


—illustrated accounts of what a 
trained journalist is seeing for him- 
self among the missionaries in the 
heart of wildest Africa—a series of 
strong human interest, by 


Edgar Allen Forbes 
a 


How We Raised Moncy 
Without Barter 


—straight statements of fact from 
more than forty churches, little and 
big, rich and poor, all over the. con- 
tinent, on their actual experience in 
raising money without church fairs, 
suppers, etc. 


Killing the Race -Track 
Gamblers’ Hopes 
is the stirring story of the defeat of the 
New York gamblers last summer, by 
the man who was borne to the Sen- 
ate from his sick-bed, and risked his 
own life in casting the deciding vote : 


Hon, Otto G, Foelker 





The Challenge of 
the Muezzin’s Call 


—what it means to the missionary, 
in the heart of Muhammadan lands, 
in the midst of weakness and degra- 
dation, to hear five times every day 
the call to prayer, from countless 
minarets, will be vividly told by 


Dr. Samuel M, Zwemer 
. 


“Tf I Were a Minister’s Wife” 
“If I Were a Layman’s Wife” 


—the first article, by a layman’s 
wife, and the second by a minister’s 
wife, will be frank messages from 
two women of national reputation, 
writing anonymously, 


* 


“If I Were a Minister” 
“If I Were a Workingman ” 


—the first article by a representative 
American workingman, the second 
by a well-known minister, will be 
plain-spoken, valuable contributioas 
to a big problem. 


a 
“Fighting a Lynching Bee” 


by a sheriff who actually tried it, is 
the story of a man who believed so 
strongly in doing his sworn duty that 
he dared to face a mob made up 
mostly of his personal friends, and 
block their way, until—but read the 
story itself, as told by 


Sheriff J. C. Van Pelt 
: a 

Men and Things on 

the Foreign Field 
—two or three sketches of observa- 
tions to be made in an extended 
tour in mission lands, by one whose 
**Quiet Talks’’ have ministered to 


the spiritual life of readers of this 
paper, and others throughout the 


world : S. D. Gord 


Turks I Have Known 


will furnish some striking revelations 
of sterling character, keen intel!ect, 
and spiritual aspirations that are 
found in the Turk at his best,—in 
reminiscences of one who was for 
more than a quarter of a century 
President of Robert College, Con- 


stantinople : Dr. G e Washt 


You know another teacher who isn’t content to just get 


along somehow ? 


Please send us his name and address, 


so that we may send our announcements for 1909. 


THE SUNDAY 


SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WaLtnut STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Ba. 5 





| 














JANUARY 16, 1909 








How a Graded School Does It 


HE main mepere of the Sunday-school 
is to teach the way to live according to 


the Word of God. This includes 
conversion, character-development, and 
service. The Bible is the text-book, and 
nothing else should take its place. But the 
Bible is a missionary book as well as a book 
for personal and social uplift. It not only is 
brimful of missionary lessons, but the history 
of tnissions furnishes some of the best practical 
illustrations of its teachings. These modern 
facts make the time-honored truths live. 

The Bedford Bible School of Brooklyn is a 

ed school, and the missionary instruction 
is adapted to the various grades. It begins 
in the beginners’ department. There the 
little ones are interested in other children, 
and are taught such lessons as God’s love to 
all, and the spirit of helpfulness and love to 
others, 

In the primary department, one Sunday a 
month is observed as Missionary Sunday— 
prayers, Bible verses, songs and gifts are 
definitely related to the children outside the 
church circle—at home and abroad. Every 
Sunday some child recites a little story or mis- 
sionary facts, selected by one of the teachers. 
Love money (given from the children’s own 
private possessions) and birthday pennies are 
given to missions, and many little devices are 
used to add interest. Sometimes paper 
money is used to paste over a large picture 
of an idol, missionary boxes are given out, 
and on Missionary Sunday, every child (120 
or more) receives a little missionary picture, 
cut from current magazines. Certain lessons 
of the year are treated especially as mission- 
ary lessons. 

In the junior department similiar methods 
are used but adapted to older pupils. The 
intermediate, senior and adult departments 
observe the last Sunday of each month as 
Missionary Sunday. Songs, Scripture, and a 
ten or fifteen minute talk relate to missions, 
and the service is made as bright and inter- 
esting as possible. Missionaries, when avail- 
able, stereopticon views, maps, etc., make 
these days memorable, and the whole offer- 
ing on the following Sunday is devoted to 
the object ——- that day. The school 
is supported by individual pledges, and the 
envelope for the first Sunday of each month 
is marked for missions, so that even if a pupil 
is absent the offering goes for this purpose. 

The missionary committee also stirs up 
interest in missionary books. Contests are 
opened and awards given for the best answers 
to questions based on the books suggested 
for reading. In the junior department, Miss 
Crowell’s books are given out, and the chil- 
dren are asked ‘to write one or two hundred 
words in telling in which country they would 
rather live and why. In the intermediate 
department the question may be: ‘* What 
missionary do you think was bravest and 
best ?’’-—based on Lambert’s ‘‘ Romance of 
Missionary Heroism.’’ The seniors, like- 
wise, are asked to write on such a theme as : 
** If you had $10,000 to invest for missions, 
where would you think it best to give it?’’ 
The literature for this is Mr. Trull’s text- 
books, or those of the Young People’s Mis- 
sionary Movement. Papers are asked for 
containing 200 to 500 words in length, and 
awards are given in pictures, flags, curios or 
books. 

The programs furnished by the Presbyterian 
Boards of home and foreign missions are also 
used on appropriate Sundays, and the pupils 
are urged to take these and other leaflet 
literature home with them. 

But the most important instruction is that 
given by the individual teachers. In the 
meetings for lesson-study, missionary truths 
and incidents are suggested and the teachers’ 
library committee furnish references from the 
library. In this way the fundamental princi- 
ples of Christianity and the present-day pro- 
gress of the church are vitally linked with 
the Bible lesson of the day, the regular course 
of study is not interrupted and interest in the 
world-wide campaigns of the church does not 
depend on spasmodic effort or appeal, but on 
systematic instruction by teachers and from 
the platform. Certain lessons are uniformly 
taught to impress their missionary mean- 
ing, but in regular course,—for example— 
The Flood ; Abram’s Call; The Fall of Jeri- 
cho; Gideon’s Victory; The Lepers at the 


For Live Superintendents 





Seige of Samaria; Feeding the Five Thou- 
sand ; ‘he Great Commission ; The Sending 
out of Barnabas and Saul; The Macedonian 
Vision. 

There is also a plan to use the summer 
sessions for mission study with missionary 
text-books, mission curios, and photo- 
graphs to illustrate lessons. mis- 
sionary cabinet will add much to the interest. 

It is the fundamental principle of the Bed- 
ford Bible Sc’ that the Bible is to have 
first place—other books are merely supple- 
mentary. The importance of consecutive 
courses of study is emphasized so that special 
days are not asa rule allowed to interfere. 
We have found it the best plan to give mis- 
sions, temperance, Sabbath keeping, and 
other special topics, the place given them in 
the Bible—no more and no less. Properly 
taught missions are unsurpassed for interest 
and inspiration—and an intelligent interest 
in them makes a balanced, not an unbalanced 
Christian.— Delavan L. Pierson, Brooklyn, 


 ¥, “ 
An Installation Service 


|" IS a mistake not to take advantage of 
the annual election of officers and teach- 
ers in the Sunday-school by an impres- 
sive installation service. Schools where such 
a service has been held tell enthusiastically 
of the benefit received ; some superintend- 
ents, indeed, count the Installation Day one 
of the choice days of the year. 

Those who have sought in vain a fitting 
form for use on this occasion will be in- 
terested in studying the suggestive service 
used this year in the school of the First 
Methodist Church of Syracuse, New York, 
as prepared by the pastor, the Rev. Frederick 
T. Keeney. 

The service, held on Sunday morning, was 
introduced by a fitting sermon. For a 
Scripture lesson, Mark 40: 13-16 was used. 
At close of the sermon the newly elected 

(Continued on next page, second column) 








Three of a Kind 
Dropped Coffee, Picked up Postum, and Health 


The harmful action of caffeine—the 
drug in coffee and tea—is the same in all 
cases, it is only a matter of degree. 

One person may suffer more in the way 
of heart palpitation, sour stomach, nerv- 
ousness, or insomnia, than another, but 
the poison is there all the time, if one 
continues to drink coffee or tea. 

A Penn. lady and two friends learned 
the truth about coffee in the same way. 
The lady writes :— 

‘* About four years ago I had an attack 
of nervous prostration and a great deal 
of trouble with my heart. Sometimes 
feared I was dying, and my. doctor 
seemed unable to find out the cause of 
my trouble. 

**T would frequently wake at night 
with these attacks and the doctor said 
there was some constant irritation of 
the nerves, and he began to think some 
organic disease was at work. 

**One day I was told of a case very 
Similar to mine, and that the woman 
could find no relief until she stopped 
using coffee. ~I did not like the idea of 
giving up coffee, for I was very fond of it. 

‘Having read frequently of Postum, 
Ideterminedtotryit. It certainly made 
a great change in me. Those spells left 
me entirely. 

‘* My most intimate friend was afflicted 
as I was. In fact the similarity of our 
afflictions drew us together in the first 

lace. When she saw the great change 
‘ostum had made in me she‘tried it and 
was benefited as I was. 

‘* The beneficial effects of Postum on 
us two induced a neighbor to follow our 
example and so we are three of a kind 
who can’t say enough in praise of 
Postum.” ; 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ‘“There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
One appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 
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HOUSEHOLD 
LUBRICANT 


In 4 oz. and 8 oz. cans. 
Ask your 


STANDARD O11. COMPANY 
mcerporated 








se 20c. per packet, 3 —— for 50c., 
our Great Catalogue of Seeds, Bulbs, Pianta 
and New Fruits for 1909, free. 


JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Floral Park, N. Y¥. 


cERRY's 


scarcely any limit to the 
ber ite tabs RS cat on on 
on =< ¢ have 








seeds for over 42 
are wi ng to pos Ferry’s 
suit you. Buy the best—Ferry’s, 
For sale here. 
—- an on, SEED aequesre 


D. a. FERRY & CO. Detrots, Mich. 


SEEDS 


JOY AND PRAISE ssincos tet 


patrick and J Fillmore. Contains the most beau- 
tiful son Ly ever heard. Returnable copy mailed 
for examination. Fillmore Music House, 528 Elm 
St., Cincinnati, 0.; also 41-43 Bible House, N.Y. 


Print Your Own 


$18. Seow maney money. P Print for 
ig ae. All easy; rules sent. 
Write factory for press catolog, type, 
paper, etc. The Press Co., Meriden, Conn. 











The new Sunday- 
school song book 
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Pictures 


TZ BEAUTIFUL COLORED TISSOT PIC- 

URES and complete list of 240 subjects (120 
Old | oll and 120 New Testament) will be sent 
for five cents in stamps. The Sunday School ‘Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


(Acts 4 ; 1-31) 











(Continued from page 96) 
officers and teachers presented themselves at 
the altar, them, the pastor said ¢ 

** After careful and prayerful eos pe 
you have been duly nominated and elected 
4 the Sunda: Board of the First 

ethodist Church as officers in the Sunday- 
school in said church for the coming year. 

**I trust that you have come to this hour 
with a keen consciousness of the fact that, in 
assuming the offices to which you have been 
elected, you are thereby entrusted with great 
and far-reaching responsibilities. The most 
important department of our church work 
has been placed in your hands. Eternity 
alune will measure the far-reaching results of 
your labors. Such opportunities and respon- 
sibilities should prompt you to careful medi- 
tation, earnest prayer, and diligent service. 

‘* Before assuming the responsible duties 
connected with your various offices, will you 
in the presence of God and of this congrega- 
tion, covenant to disc to the best of 
your consecrated ability the important work 
which the church has entrusted to your 
care?”? ' 

Answer: ‘+I will. ’ 

‘* By the authority of the Sunday-school 
Board you are given a work which angels 
well might ‘ata by being placed next to the 

rents opportunity and responsibility 

the spiritual instruction of the children 
and youth of our church household. By 
virtue of the work to which you are called 
you become lay pastors both to the children 
and adults of our Sunday-school.' You are 
week by week given the responsibility of 
being the interpreter of divine truth. How 
careful and thorough should be your prepara- 
tion both of mind and heart. How often 
should -you seek wisdom and counsel from 
the great Teacher who spake as never man 
spake. Your constant purpose should be to 
secure the conversion of each member of your 
class ; and the growth in gruce of each one 
who is a Christian unto the perfect stature of 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

*¢ Will you in the preparation for your work 
faithfully study God’s holy Word? Will you 
ever seek the guidance and illumination of 
the Holy Spirit? - Will you by precept and 
example ever try to enforce and illustrate the 
teaching and life of Christ?. And will you 
prayerfully. seek the conversion of each mem. 
ber of your class?” 

Before receiving the answer to these ques- 
tions the pastor asked the teachers to facé¢ 
the audience ; and shall then ask those in 
the congregation who were converted after 
they were twenty-one years of age to stand. 
After these had been seated, he asked all 
who began a Christian life before they were 
twenty-one years of age tostand.4- He then 
asked the teachers : 

** Will you now in this presence, with this 
object lesson before you, emphasizing as it 
does the fact that, youth is the harvest-field of 
the church, covenant to perform all of these 
duties faithfully in the fear of God, as he shall 
give you wisdom and strength? ”’ 

Answer: ‘‘I will.’’ 

The pastor then offered a fitting prayer, 
the congregation, officers, and teachers all 
kneeling. 

The service was very impressive, and many 
of the teachers ‘and officers left the altar with 
tears in their eyes.. 





1In response to the above test, taken in the First 
Methodist Church, Syracuse, New York, Sunday 
morning, January 19, fourteen persons stood, say- 
ing —— that oe were converted after they were 
twenty-one years of age: and over 1,200 by standing 
to their feet said that they were converted before they 
were twenty-one years of age. 
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A University Sunday-School 


OLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. is offering 
four courses this year in Sunday-school 
pedagogy and the English Bible. 

They are extension courses which are open 
to local Sunday-school teachers. A model 
Sunday-school of about one hundred schol- 
ars has been meeting for several years in one 
of the University buildings. This school is 
managed by the parents of the children who 
attend it: Although not an organic part of 
the university, it is nevertheless under the 
personal direction of the instructor who con- 
ducts the university’s extension classes for 
Sunday-school teachers, and is used by his 
students for the observation of teaching. It 
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When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 


Emerson Piano 











of critics. 


Witte direct to the 


EMERSON 


near your residence. 





Is in the homes of over 86,000 purchasers. 
It is not by chance that our New Short 
Grand has so successfully won the approval 
It is because with almost sixty 
years of experience in piano making we are 
never satisfied with past achievements. Our 
whole aim is to make the best piano—the 
very -best at a fair price. 
we have accomplished. this, and. they are 
such an army that their opinion. is at least 
worth your consideration. 
log and easy payment plan upon application. 


560 HARRISON AVENUE, BOSTON 
for catalog and the name of the best dealer 


Our patrons say 


Illustrated cata- 


PIANO CO. 














Scott’s Emulsion 


does all it does by virtue 
of one thing—Power—its 
power to create power. 


As fire tufns water to 
steam so Scott’s Emulsion 
transforms thin, impure 
blood into pure, rich blood, 
giving nourishment and 


vital energy to every 


organ, every tissue and 
every muscle. 





is manned also by teachers who have pursued | 


his courses. 

God speed the day when no less complete | 
departments of religious education will be | 
found in all of our theological seminaries, 


| 








Send this advertisement, together with name of 
paper in which it appears, your address and four 
ee a ae 

Handy Atlas of the World. 


SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, New York 





Ghe Sanday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, January 16, 1909 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“* second-class matter.”’ 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 





One copy, or any number of 
$1.00 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 


To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 


ively, for yearly subscriptions. 
: One free copy addi- 
Free Copies jicnai will becllowed 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


Tue SUNDAY SCHOOL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you’il agree, 
She holds it in her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—but anyhow 

"Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO. 


Where there is good cooking the 


dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking Ctennlls. Every thing 
from muffin rings to as p Naary ing 
pans can be scoured wi 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 
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mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Teaching in Existence 





For the PREACHER—it af- 
fords endless material to enrich 
his sermons, both in_ history, 
criticism, and exposition. 

For the TEACHER—it pro- 
vides overwhelming resources 
of attaining or communicating 
scriptural knowledge or answer- 


ing questions. 
hor the LAYMAN— it spreads 
a matchless og en of instruction 


and comfort, 

Six large volumes, aver ng 
876 pages each, 10% X7¥% inc 
strong, handsome —— bind- 
ing, n Addition To | 
ble New Index Volume contain- 
ing nearly 1,400 chapters, 5 261 

pages, exhaustively illuminating 
er and book of the Old and New Testament 
inent Biblical Scholars. 


Contributions : Genesis, St. John, First Co- 


rinthians ARCUS — 








Distaguabet Authors 5 and their 
dD modes, St. Mark, G. A. Cuapwicx, D.D. 


Ruth, A. Watson, D.D. Deuteronomy, 




















Danwey D,D. Galatians 
First and Second ¥ 


imothy, 
| eH. 


First and Second 


freight. or expapes 


“y of 


one set of es 


the Bible fo; nt 
If after 10 a I find 

is actory will remit $ro cash 
or $2 cash and pro ose to pay 
$x a month tor 10 months. 








Samue WG: Brarxig, D. b., LL.D. Firsanqs ond Kings, Daniel, Dean F. W. Farrar, Dit D. First 
and Second Chronicles, W. H Bennett, Ezra, olen h, Esther, Song of Solomon, Lamentations, 
W. F, Apeney, . _Psalms, Colossians, Philemon EXANDER MACLAREN, D.D. Proverbs, 
F. Hoxton, 'D.D. Ecclesiastes, SAMUEL Cox, D, paiad Twelve Minor Prophets, Cacnes 
ADAM Suite, D.D., {ersmiah, ah, C. J. Batt, M.A. Ezekiel, Joan Le i! ay St. 

Matthew, J. Munro Ginson, D.D. Luke, Henry mood M.A: he ponies G. 
.Stoxes, D.D. Romans, H.C ae Mout, D.D. 


Ephest E. G. fnetay, D 
voth hy, Tews, Tames, Jude, 


John, Ww. ALEXANDER, D.D. Revelation, 
ese Grea opular Writers or ost 
s.$ Th it Scholars and Clear P. lar Wri M the Work M 
e Oe Readable ai Charming in Style as well as of the Foremost Weight 
Scranton Rey. George M. iD. area Pastor Asylum Avenue Baptist Church, 
hs Hartford, Conn., says :— it work is such a marvel of cheapness 
price as.to bring it within sy oj ALD ministry of ee coun t is pre- 
eminent = Pagers oS eaay se ‘in B iy. The an- 
‘ly m n Street tiquate rank y verse pw i oy is rejected, 4. e luminous topical 
rtford, Conn me! substituted for it, so that majestic current and flow of in- 
Please send us by pre- ought is everywhere easily tra 


sds more than Combtentary ts a.sneved tora of 


Fill Out and Send Attached Coupon To-day 


As to our reliability, we refer you to the publisher of The 
Spnse neey ice tie Times, or to any commercial agency. Estab- 


Leviticus, 5. H. Ketioce, D.D.. Numbers, rs, Jude 
Anprew Harper, D.D. Joshua, First a Sommnd 





vq whee jJamgs 

D. Philippians Rosert Rainey, 
A. PLUMMeS D. ebrews, C.T 

i, Lumsy, D First, Second, and ‘Third 

MILuiGan, Db. 


Peter, 


s. S. SCRANTON CO., 


1 to 291 Asylum St., < Hartford, Conn- 











CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


we OFora |: 
CHURCH Cat 
Name Apa Le 


ome BELES (=. 


Cina Sl 
McSuane Bau. Fesnoay Co., Barone, Mo., 


oa GREAT CHURCH L { G HT | 


For eiectric, gas, e. ie and 
dimensions 
1. P. Pink vs 5st Peari St., New York. 
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Rosy and Plump 
Good Health From Right Food 


‘* It's not a new food to me,” remarked 
a Va, man, in speaking of Grape-N uts, 

‘‘ About twelve months ago my wife 
was in very bad health, PBs not keep 
anything on her stomach. The Doctor 
recommended milk half water but it was 
not sufficiently nourishing. 

‘*A friend of mine told me one day to 
try Grape-Nuts andcream. The result 
was really marvelous. My wife soon 
regained her usual strength and to-day 
is as rosy and plump as when a girl of 
sixteen. 

‘These are plain facts and nothing I 
could say in praise of Grape-Nuts would 
exaggerate in the least the value of this 
great food.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 


SAGRED ORCHESTRA MUSIC % Zea 

our Sunday-school send for our list of new sacred 
orchestra selections. We have some beauties. Fill- 
more Music House, 528 Eim St., Cincinnati, O. 


FAMILIAR SONGS-OP THE GOSPEL 
The songs we know and love to sing. 83 best gospel 
songs, words and music, &- oo per 100. Sample oN: 


ents in stamps. K. HACKETT, 107 N 











Wayne St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
| cer VIRGINIA F Ae AND HOMES 
EN My Tae hmond. ¥. 


CATALOGUE OF 

B. CHA 

le SAVINGS 
will have three distinct advantages if 
invested with this Company— 

The principal will be absolutely safe— 

The interest will. be exceptionally lib- 
eral—s percent — 

Withdrawals can be made at any time 
without notice and without loss of -a 
day’s interest— 

Or—if you want to deposit your money 
for two years or longer, we will icsue- 
you a Certificate of Deposit, bearing 
6 percent. 

This Company has been in business 


fourteen years, and has depositors in 
all parts of the country. 


Write for the booklet. 




















Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time totime. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


The Calvert Mortgage and Deposit Co., 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 








GIPSY SMITH’S 


HALLOWED cewesvo 


NEW bpp OLD 
. ALLAN SANKEY, son of IRA D. 
$25, per hundred 35c. cach Oy is by mail 
Returnable samples mailed to “ earnest inquirers" 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 











HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of 
Stewart Hartshorn on label. 
Get ‘* improved,’’ no tacks required 


’ Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 


(CHALPONTE 
ATLANTIC CITY 


a combination to satisfy the most 
exacting; to please the most par- 
ticular ; to suit young and old. The 
ocean, the Boardwalk, the yachts 
from the one; a quiet, restful and 
elegant home in the other. Write for 
reservations to 











THE LEEDS COMPANY 
Always Open. 


On the Beach. 

















(Lesson for Jan. 31) JANUARY 16, 1909 


EXAMINE IT FREE 
Bible Knowledge and Teaching 


THE EXPOSITION fi. BIBLE 


Recently We Received This Letter: 





“Borough of Bronx, 
“Nov. 11 23 1908 
“Dear Sir: 


“Being that {1 was leoking ober 
this mornings World fer current 
event i was thinking ever item 
which you have advertised the safe 
way to save as i intend to try the 
new year as a beginner so if it will 
not be to inconvienent fer you to 
let me know as i am anxieus to get 
a safe investment not that i am 
looking fer to make a whele lot out 
of a mere nothing only just to be 
up with times.” 











year as a beginner” and was not 
“looking for to make a whole lot out 
of a mere nothing.” 

Why is it not the best plan for yoy 
as well as for him? 

A safe, sure, way to save which every 
American should investigate now. 





Our plan presents the first op- 
portunity yet offered to acquire an 
interest, by installment payments, in 
guaranteed first mortgages on New 
York City improved real estate, 
proved by the last panic to be as 
safe and stable as U. 8. Govern- 
ment Bonds. 

Ten dollars down and $10 . per 
- month for 19 months will secure one 
of these © cértificates. They yield 
4%% interest, and are redeemable 
in 56 years, but you get this in- 
terest on all payments if made 
promptly, from the dates upen which 
they are made and you run no risk 
of losing the money you have paid 
through failure to keep up the pay- 
ments. Your money will be return- 
ed to your estate in case of your 
death. 











Write or call for our booklet “The 
Safe Way to Save,” which gives full 
particulars. This, together with 
sample passbeok and contract form, 
will be sent free to any address upon 
receipt of coupon below. 


TIND TRUST Co 


Capital and Surplus, - $12,000,000 
176 Bway, N.Y. 175 Remsen St., Bklyn. 
350 Fulton St., Jamaica. 





Mail this Coupon 2 to 

TITLE GUARANTEE & TRUST CO. ! 
176 Broadway, New York 

Please send “‘ The Safe Way to Save,” ad- 

vertised in The Sunday School Times, to 


ee 
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A glance through the advertising pages of 
this or any issue of The Sunday School 
Times will lead you to want to know more 
about the offers of its advertisers. That good 
impulse to answer a good adyertisement 




















should be allowed to express itself promptly. 





